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Anth 106: Introduction to Archaeology and Physical Anthropology
Course Goals and Methods:   Anth 106 is designed to introduce students to the practice of archaeology and physical anthropology, including the methods, significant research questions, theoretical or interpretive concepts, and ethical issues characteristic of these two subdisciplines of anthropology.  Through this focus on archaeology and physical anthropology, students are introduced to important anthropological concepts and topics of study such as culture, society, social organization and inequality, social identity, gender, leadership and political legitimation, and complexity.  In the process, we address not only the definition of anthropology but also that anthropology is a social science because it emphasizes the in-depth and comparative study of human societies and cultures.  Archaeology focuses on the study of past human societies through their material remains while physical anthropology, as represented in Anth 106, studies these societies through the remains of the people themselves.  Archaeology and physical anthropology employ a systematic set of research methods to acquire empirical data that form the basis for interpretive and explanatory statements about the past.  The two main questions these subdisciplines investigate are 1) how can we reconstruct ancient or past ways of life? and 2) how can we explain changes or developments that occurred in many past societies, although not at the same time, for the same reasons, or with the same outcomes?  Examples of these changes include the development of economic specialization, social inequality, and political centralization.

b. Learning Goals: By the end of the course, students should have developed and be able to demonstrate an understanding of the kinds of research archaeologists and physical anthropologists do, the kinds of questions they ask about ancient societies, and the ways they use different kinds of data to answer those questions.  They should also be able to articulate why archaeology and physical anthropology are part of anthropology and why anthropology is a social science.

c. Activities and Assignments Designed to Achieve Learning Goals: The activities and assignments for Anth 106 fall into three categories.  1) Small group discussions in which students are asked to analyze those assigned readings that present case studies of archaeological or physical anthropological research.  These readings include two books and several scholarly articles.  Each group is asked to work collaboratively to identify the research questions investigated and goals of the research, the methods used and the kinds of data acquired, and to assess the conclusions reached by the authors.  2) Tests in which students demonstrate their understanding of methods, theories, and interpretations through short answers and integrative essays.  3) Analysis and interpretation of archaeological data through the use of a computer database which simulates an archaeological excavation.  Students are asked to develop research questions, select a sample of sites to excavate, and attempt to answer their research questions using the material remains from those sites.  The final report would be an appropriate portfolio posting for this course.

