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Current Forum: Wka: Nancy Scheper-Hughes, "Death Without Weeping" Read 20 times
Date: Thu Sep 23, 2004 2:29 pm

Author: Baraky, Cristina <baracil|@gettysburg edu>

Subject: Re: Victims of Society

1 agree with you completely, Maggie. It is cleatly the desperate conditions in which these people live that allow for such practices as
passive infanticide to continue. You mentioned the lack of health clinics, the contradicting position of the church, and the poverty that
existed in the lives of the Alto wornen, and there is no doubt that these situations contribute heavily to the diffcult and forlor state of .
Realizing that these people live in such a dire situation allowed me to better understand why they engaged in such a practice as leaving &
child to die. Indeed, | feel pity rather than anger for these women. | believe it is a manner of sefdefense to not immediately attach
oneselfto one's child upon birth, but to wait util it is assured that the child wil ive. With such a high mortalty rate, allowing oneselfto
attach to one's every child would bring about a relentless cycle of grief.However, the initial apathy that the women feel toward their
children also promotes a cycle of death; essentilly, their lack of care for the sick children is what kills them. So while they use apathy
as a tool of selfdefense in the cycle of death, it is their apathy that keeps this cycle of death going. Therefore, the practice of passive
infanticide is a vicious circle that does not solve the roots of the problem: the poverty in the society. | can only feel comforted that these
wornen believe their children to be angels, almost lucky, in that after death, they move to a better lfe
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