Concepts & Terms

ANTH 300 History of Anthropological Thought

Fall 2008—2nd half of the semester
Claude Levi-Strauss
Levi-Straussian structuralism

Binary oppositions
Victor Turner
Social drama

Liminality

Communitas

Processual approach

Properties of ritual symbols:

Condensation/polysemy/multivocality

Polarization of meaning

Clifford Geertz
Interpretive approach

Thick description

Culture as text
Idealism

Cultural relativism

ideographic

Nihilism

Emic

Fredrik Barth

Ethnicity


Primordialist view of ethnicity

Constructivist view of ethnicity

Karl Marx

Materialism

Base and superstructure

Alienation

Power or class inequalities

Mystification, false consciousness

Diachronic perspective

Mode of production

Marvin Harris

Cultural materialism

Infrastructure/infrastructural determinism


Mode of production


Mode of reproduction

Superstructure

Etic

Neofunctionalist

Eric Wolf
Political economy
Modes of production:


Kinship mode


Tributary mode


Capitalist mode

Dependency theory & World Systems Theory

Peasants

agency
