The Roots of Global Poverty:

Why are Developing Countries so Poor

and Why has the Poverty Gap Grown in the past Century?
1. Agricultural subsidies protect northern agricultural markets while southern farmers do not get such subsidies and suffer from low prices for their produce when a glut of production from those northern countries hits the world market

a. Ex: corn, produced in U.S. puts Mexican farmers out of business
2. Development agencies may create a situation of dependency when they force change upon indigenous peoples. The latter might lose their traditional way of life and have to live off of hand-outs from Western aid agencies.

a. Ex: Ngisonyoka Turkana pastoralists in Africa who have been forced to settle down

3. Ex: K!ung bushpeople in southern Africa who have been forced to live on reservations

4. Resource exploitation & environmental degradation—“paradox of the plenty”: “It is a cruel irony that countries around the world that suffer from some of the highest rates of poverty, disease, corruption, violent conflict and human rights troubles are also—at least on paper—soe of the richest. Paradoxically, their wealth in natural resources like oil, natural gas, gold, diamonds, and copper, has helped fuel many of their problems” (from an article by Nobel Prize winners Desmond Tutu and Jody Williams called “Earth’s Riches Should Help the Poor”). Not protected by environmental regulation.
· Resource extraction by multinational corporations and governments (poor, corrupt, run by elites)

· Excessive consumption patterns in “the north”

· Agriculturalists who need land come to take over territory of indigenous peoples (ex: “The Worst Mistake in the History of the Human Race”)

5. Overpopulation

6. Colonialism

7. Free-market policies (structural adjustment, neoliberalism)

8. Debt

9. Corruption 

10. Civil War

11. Rise of transnational corporations
12. Technological advances put northern countries ahead of southern ones

Brain drain – educated elite migrate to north

