
The roots of global poverty

1. Colonialism
2. Environmental degradation
3. Population increase
4. Corruption
5. Debt
6. Rise of transnational corporations
7. Free-market policies (SAPs)

1. Colonization



2. Environmental degradation
we are in the midst of the 4  great mass extinction the world has ever seenth

a. Due to agriculture (remember “The Worst Mistake in the History of
the Human Race”)

b. Due to excessive consumption
the U.S.comprises only 5-6 percent of the world’s pop but consumes
30-40% of its resources

3. Population increase
since agriculture first came into existence 480 generations ago, the human
pop has increased a thousand-fold, to more that 6 billion. Half of this
increase has occurred in the last 30 years.



4. Corruption, lack of organized government

5. Debt
money owed by developing countries :

1971: 100 billionº1981: 600 billionº1998: 2 trillion
example of Philippines: 

in 1980 owed 17 billion; in 1998 owed 45 billion; in 1998 it was
using 70% of its GNP to finance its debt

example of Zambia:
from 1990-1993, the government spent 34 times as much on debt
service as it did on education



6. Rise of transnational corporations
of the world’s 100 largest economic systems, 47 are corporations



7. Free-market policies (SAPs)
a) reduce public spending (education, healthcare, food subsidies)
b) currency devaluation (inflates price of imports while reducing price of
exports); causes the price of food imports and other imported commodities
to rise
b) privatization of public enterprises (electricity, water, agricultural
agencies, etc. are bought up by private corporations)
c) reduction of wages to attract industrialists

*In the late 198s, UNICEF and the UN commission for Africa
reported that adjustment programs were largely the cause of reduced
health, nutritional and educational levels for tens of millions of
children inAsia, Latin America, and Africa.

8. Technological advances
human capital–good education available
cultural stress on technology and learning
snowballing–we have a superior base to build on, and keep going
brain drain
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