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242  Racial Capacity and Cultural Determinism

with Hheir uncivilized brethren. The power with which society holds us
and does 1ot give us a chance to step out of its mits cannot have acted
as strongly uporithem as upon us. On the other hand, the station obtained
by many negroes in 0w civilization seeafs to me to have just as much
weight as the few cases of Telapse wh ¢h have been collected with much
care and diligence. I should plgeéside by side with them the cases of
white men who live alone afnong nativ ribes and who sink almost
invariably to a semi-bagkdrous position, and the~members of well-to-do
families who prefer Gounded freedom to the fetters of sotiety, and flee
to the wilderness"where many lead a life in no way superior to that of

R,

Wedfave now considered the question in how far human faculty is
defermined by race from three points of view. We have shown that the
anatomical evidence is such, that we may expect to find the races not
equally gifted. While we have no right to consider one more ape-like
than the other, the differences are such that some have probably greater
mental vigor than others. The variations are, however, such that we may
expect many individuals of all races to be equally gifted, while the num-
ber of men and women of higher ability will differ. When considering
the psychological evidence, we found that most of it is not a safe guide
for our inquiry, because causes and effects are so closely interwoven that
it is impossible to separate them in a satisfactory manner, and as we are
always liable to interpret as racial character what is only an effect of
social surroundings. We saw, however, that investigations based on physi-
ological psychology and experimental psychology will allow us to treat
the problem in a satisfactory manner. In these and in detailed studies of
the anatomy of the central nervous system of the races we must look for
a final solution of our problem.

Finally, we found that there is no satisfactory evidence that the effects
of civilization are inherited beyond those which are incident to that
Jomestication to which civilization corresponds. We know that these are
hereditary to a limited degree only and that domestication requires only
few generations. We did not find proof of cumulative increase of faculty
caused by civilization.

Although, as I have tried to show, the distribution of faculty among
the races of man is far from being known, we can say this much: the
average faculty of the white race is found to the same degree in a large
proportion of individuals of all other races, and although it is probable
that some of these races may not produce as large a proportion of great
men as our own race, there is no reason to suppose that they are unable to
reach the level of civilization represented by the bulk of our own people.



