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238 MULTIPLICITY AND CONTENTIUN AMUNG 1DU LI

debu asidabais often used to refer to the expression of anger through sorcery. These
practices are, as ] have noted, deemed to be the epitome of hyperintentionality and
individual, asocial agency. Mr. Rivera seems to be using the term ‘bad speech’ both
in reference to unreflective speech and to sorcery.

In (1) Mr. Rivera contrasts his former use of ‘bad speech’ with his current reli-
ance on debu moa-‘counseling’. This discourse mode embodies an idealized model
of discourse production. Aidamo eaders’ must ‘counsel’ the members of their com-
munity regarding how one should talk and act. A great deal of ‘counseling speech’
consists of model utterances that are designed for recontextualization in the mouths
of their addressees. ‘Leaders’ assert that if people speak in this way, social conflict
can be avoided. ‘Counseling speech’ is deemed by leaders to be the quintessential
embodiment of order. Since atdamo Yeaders’ counsel nebu ‘followers’ or ‘workers’,
parents counsel children, and husbands ‘counsel wives—but not vice versa—"'coun-
seling speech’ constitutes a central discursive means for constructing social inequality
(see Briggs 1996a u

The conversation between Mr. Torres and Mr. Rivera then turns to recount-
ing the accusations against them. Not surprisingly, the two attempt to refute the
charges by labeling them as ‘bad speech’. These narratives are characterized as debe
‘gossip’. How could the two men establish the falsity of these widely circulated
arratives? Stories are deemed to be ‘gossip’ when they do not reflect authoritative
knowledge of the events they claim to represent. Determining the ‘truth’ or ‘falsity

of such narratives involves uncovering the many layers of intertextuality that have
been built into the narratives, or, as Bauman and 1 (1990) have referred to it, the
process of decontextualization and recontextualization. Mr. Torres and Mr. Rivera
thus carefully trace the chain of transmission backward, as it were, assessing how
each narrator purportedly told the narrative, how she or he extracted it from previ-
ous accounts, and why, The crucial point in the discussion of each narrative is the
determination of abozana ‘its beginning’; the story can be assessed as ‘the truth’ or
just a lie’ once it has been traced to the purported first telling and the narrators’
knowledge of the events in question has been assessed; motives for narrativizing
the events are also examined. Mr. Torres and Mr. Rivera use this process of recon-
structing the successive recontextualizations of these narratives as a means of assert-
ing that the stories are based on a lack of authoritative knowledge as to what took
place.
The concepts of ‘bad speech’ and ‘counseling speech’ provide an ideological
basis for a great deal of talk—and talk about talk—in Warao communities. Ahofana
‘its beginning’ similarly holds the key to linguistic ideologies presented by Warao
men in a wide variety of speech genres. Crucially, this concept motivates a genera-
tive system for transforming debe nobo ‘ancestral narratives’, what we would call
myths, into curing songs. Known to curers alone, these songs invoke and harness
supernatural power by revealing the ahotana of each element of the social and natural
world, as I discussed in the case of hoasongs. Ahotana also provides a key to grasp-
ing the complex system of epistemic evaluatives in Warao—suffixes and particles
that grammatically encode assertions as to the nature and reliability of the evidence
on which one’s utterance rests. It would similarly be possible to connect these fac-
ets of linguistic ideologies with Warao ideologies of emotion, the person, the body,

and so mom.ar (see Briggs 1992b, 1996a). Indeed, I believe that the concepts t]
have outlined are quite telling with respect to the way Warao construct % m
agency, mn&m.:, subjectivity, truth, and knowledge. o
I mE.uB;. however, that it would be misleading to simply assert that th
n.n_ua.cm.. n.ocsmnmnm_. ‘bad speech’, and ‘the beginning’ form key element n“
r:m&.mao ideologies that underlic Warao men’s speech. Let us MWEH: to ﬂwO
versation between Mr. Rivera and Mr. Torres. Recall their status as two of En H
Hnmvonﬂnml.-msa feared—curers in the delta. Directly confronting such ws&amﬁ“
would be viewed as suicidal. As the gossip they report bears witness, however.
spend a great deal of time criticizing what are seen as their mvcmam. of pow ,w,u
they are safely out of earshot. While the two men often adopt a 50%&: Y mA
tone when recounting this gossip and an air of bravado in reportin arnwmn. -
sponses, hushed, serious, and genuinely fearful reactions to ﬁwﬂmnmﬁ& e
charges m._m.o emerge. Indeed, such gossip provides a powerful-—if ﬁnnnm._.wowm_ulow_m_
of constraining their actions. A host of subversive recontextualization mB__
narratives nomE spark such an extensive expansion and legitimation of mmbwm H
valry and resistance against the two men that they might lose power, be ex y
from the area, be denounced to government authorities (as “evil man, sor o
m.um\ or ,cmnan.‘%n objects of serious retaliation. If these sorcery mnncwmmoﬂmn.
“n“. Mn“,w .%.M;r in the community, the gossip narratives would certainly mmwsw
anocmrn“.woqﬂ:w._ oﬂmmw Mwmn% were broadcast to the community in a number of vc
_@n_ﬂra two men have a great deal of fun attempting to discredit a series of cha
veled against them by a man named Francisco Gémez, who is not a curer, Ba:
Lépez, a specialist of much lesser stature who practices a different sort om )
and a number of unnamed female narrators. Mr. Rivera and Mr. Torres t e
gossip _umnw. to contentions by Mr. Gémez and Mr. Lépez that ﬁw.n Fﬂnaam e
two curers in their dreams. The two oa practitioners deem Mr. Gomez’ e
tions to be particularly laughable—since he possesses no mﬁunabmﬁcn& <) mﬂwmﬂ
.mn:._ he could not possibly have “seen” a hoarstu in his dreams.12 While H,MH mﬁ \
is a curer, he is a babanarotu, not a hoarotu, and it is accordingly deem m_. e
sible for him to have ‘scen’ a hoarotu in his dreams. The manner WH\E&H %‘HH HWM

S
I, ”—.k H..un Wﬂmﬂw
1
ﬂ—m_: to _ ave HO_:_G; r.m 0 Z S Au__. mna ﬂon—mnc_uﬂmn on c—.HnHP H.:.m ACCLISS

(2) Continuation of conversation; R = Santiago Rivera, MT = Manuel Torres
4. MT Warao are era.

‘People tell 1 lot of gossip'.
b. sk Warao arebu.
[} ¥ L. |
People’s gossip’.
c. MT Warao, warae arebu.
‘People’s, people’s gossip’.
d. SR “Ama iki cbohonam 1
L b abobe ow. amemu.:han_ .&amunadwuu .&m\k.v:nﬁm|b§ monukal”
you're a liar, a liar, a liar, a Har—you're just like a woman!™
“ebohonamo, ohohoname”
o " : »r
a liar, a har
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