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Conlributions to the Study of Intensives 53

dazzlingly rapid, huggingly genial (G. Meredith), and vanish-
ingly small. H. Poutsma® draws a rough line of demarcation
in the application of these two constructions as follows:
"Present participles used as intensives do not take the ending
ly when they are meant to express a notion understood to be
an excess of that denoted by the adjective (or adverb) modi-
fied; as in burning (scalding or smoking) hot, etc ... When no
such similarity is meant, the participle now mostly takes the
suffix; e.g.: exceedingly troublesome, bewilderingly difficult, etc.”
His definition of the present standard usage is somewhat
scantily formulated. From the above examples it can easily
be perceived that a participial intensive without -Iy is mostly
an expression which is semantically cognate with the adjective
it qualifies and denotes an excess (often an extreme limit) of
the quality expressed by the second constituent of the con-
struction. Both the participle and the adjective qualified are
concrete (or clearly perceptible) in meaning. The participle
usually denotes an alarming symptom or a concrete pheno-
menon which indicates that the extreme limit has been at-
tained. Exaggeration is often implied. Convention is, however,
the decisive factor. The current participial intensives without
ly cluster around the adjectives bright, clean, cold, drunk, full,
hot, mad, new, warm, wet, and white.

NiiLo PELTOLA

BEOWULF AND ARCHAEOLOGY

An Additional Footnote

HROTHGAR AND GRENDEL’S ARM: sfod on sfapole (926)

Of one prominent feature in the earlier part of Beowulf, the
royal hall of Heorot wherein the young hero meets the Danish

! H. Poutsma, A Grammar of Lale Modern English 11, 11, p. 635.
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