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them, and the Danelaw rvas occupieci by their or'vn kith and kin; so

the raids of the early 98os were almost all directed against the coast-

line from Harnpshire round to Cheshire, and were carried out.by
bands oflimited size. But a change was heralded by Svein's success.ion

to the Danish throne in 985 or soon thereafter. At what point in time

Svein began to think ofsubduing England, as distinct fron plunder-
ing it, nJ one can say-whethei thJidea came to him slowly as. he

firit heard tell of and then witnessed for himself the lack of will in
England under Ethelred, or whether it was the. destruction of Olaf
Trlggvason in the year rooo and the murder of his own sister in the

St. B"r"ice's day rnassicre ofNovember rooz which half led, halfdrove
him to a course of action as gratifying to his ambitions as to his

need for revenge. In any caseih. contiast betrveen thecalculating
and purposefufsvein and the uncounselled and fitful Ethelred is as

sharp as the differing fates oftheir peoples.

But first the youig Olaf Tryggiason, trained in arms. among the

Rus ofNovgoro'd anJgr"duated io piracy in the Baltic, hung in the

wings awaiiing his tempcstuous entrance upon the English scene.

Truinvorthy details ofhis early exploits there are lacking in both

Enqlish and Norse sources. The battle of Maldon, where one version

of ihe anglo-Saxon Cbronicle (A) puts Olaf (Unlafi Anlaf) in command

of the iniading Norsemen, pasled unmentioned in northern verse

and saga. Byrli'tnoth's brave but as it turned out foolhardy stand

againsioverwhelming odds, his promise to glut the host with spear

aid sword and hard 6attle-play instead of the gold they demanded,

found no remembrancer imong the victors-and Gw imitators
among the vanquished. Olaf's campaign over, he and Ethelred made

a treaiy toqether which offers valuabli information about trade and

shipping .Irto.t of the time (see p' 163 above), stipula-tes that all

prri'offln..t between the peoples ihould be disrnissed from mind,

lnd concludes with an unadorned statement that z4w pounds of
gold and silver have been paid to the vikings in exchange for peace'l

the Chronicle under the same year speaks of a payment of lo,ooo

pounds. If there was one thing that everyone had learned by this

iime, whether payers or paid, it was that the truce resultant.upon
a forced tribute would be brief. Olaf Tryggvason is not heard of in
England for a couple ofyears, but he would be back in 994, and in the

meintime pt.t oi the viking force campaigned on, and fwo main

1 Liebermann: Gertze fur Angehaclxen'Hallc, t9a3-t6rl, zzo ff.

attempts to dcGat them foundered on the treachery or cowardice
ofEnglish leaders in the field.

OlafTryggvasoq, v/e have said, reappeared to plague England in
gg4.He had warships, warriors, and as ally king Svein Fork6eard of
Denmark. The pattern o{ nikingwas changing when great kings and
kings-to-be rather than the old-style captains brought their wave-
stallions over the ocean's back to England. There are indications
that already there were English noblemen prepared to take Svein as

their king-men who could see no other remedy for the ineptitude
of Ethelred. The martial glory of Alfred's line was now t".nirh.d;
in high places there was malaise where there should be judgement
and valour; and the commonalry lost heart when half-heartedly led.
But the storm of994 v/as weathered, though at healy price, because
the alliance of Olaf and Svein was betwein two desiined enemies
and in the nature of things could not persist. Also, the men of
London deGnded their city so bravely that the vikings failed in their
a-ttemp! to burn it and suffered heavy casualties. Fetched up hard,
they followed their usuaL pracice) abandoned the siege, harried in
Essex, Kent, Sussex, and Hampshire, found themselves mounts, and
rode far and wide on errands ofplunder and destruction. The English
paid 16,ooo pounds as the prici ofpeace, and provisioned the'irost
fiom the whole kingdom of W'essex. Olaf and Svein parted at once.
The Dane returnediome by way ofWales and Man, pillaging as he
went. He was not the man to forget England, and would return.
Olaf was baptized and left England for good. lfter 995 his fate lay
in Norwav.'

While these two fleeting allies settled into their more natural
role of enemies back home] the exploitation of English weakness
continued. In the three years 997-g a Danish army ravaged the
coasts ofWessex almost at will, and one of the unhappiest entries in
.the Cbronicle expresses the exasperation and dismay^of the inhabi-
{nts there:
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and levics; but rvhcn rhc ships were.realy thcrc was delay fronr day

to dav, wlrich 'rvls very galling for thc unhappy srllors mannlng rnc

;;;ft. il,n. "rt.t time ihe *6t" utgtnt a tl'ing rvas the greate r was

;;;;i"; i;;* on" l'out to the ncit, and all the while they were

;ii;;; rilrit.netLt of their ene miei to increase I and as -they. 
kept

ilr;;ii;'i;;;i: ;;,o tl''"n"'nv followed close on their heels'

;;^t"';'i3 ."J'rrt.t. "ival 
and land'preparations were- a- comple.te

il;;";;;J;u.....j.d only in adding'to'the distress of the people'

;;t" g *;*r 
"nd 

.n.our'" gin g thciienemy' (Trans' Garmonsway')

In the summer or rooo the host crossed over to tRichardts realm'

;?\il;;;Jy. Till ggr Norrnandy had been aI ev.er-gPen.point of

repair for uiting crews operating against England' That year

Ethelred and Duke Richard I at the Pope's urgtng.agrTd not to

comfort or harbour each otherts enemies, but whether the agree-

n".i ft"a rnuch force or duration is open to question' There is no

.rriJ"n.. that Duke Richard II received thi Danes other than

arnicably in tooo' ln roor they returned to Wessex on a course of

a.rr.Jrli"" *hi.h.nd.d only'when Ethelrcd in the followil' year

;;i i-;;; pounds for the custonary Danish pledge ofpeace'
iniithin'we.k, h. hrd married Duke Richard's sister Emma, pro-

brblu ou, of a desire to improve his political relations with Nor-

;;e":;;;. hru" a hini that littll improvement took place-l

il;;',#-;ilpathy for their not-so_disiant blood-brothers in

Scandinavia rvas natural and strong' Still, if Ethelred's Nor.mal

-rrlrn" brought no immediate bim to his hurt and griefs' it
;;;d?; ;h; 6;9 run provide hinr with a refuge' His other main

deed of rooz bro-ught unrelieved disaster' This was his order tor

;li ,h; D;th p."ople who were in England to be slain on St'

;;i.;;;;y inol,lrd"t r3l', because l':..h:9 been informed, savs the'ii.iirtr,it'"t 
tt 

"y 
*.r. "pi.nning tokill him. and his counsellors by

i..r.tr"tu. ,nd then seize his kingdom' Whether the. report was

;il;;i,i tt 
" 

U.trt.a excuse for a vile and stupid deed,.rve cannot

sav. In any case the Danes of the Danelaw were practrcally.tmmune

from the possibility of massacre, but a massacre of ktnds there was

l*.-h"u"'" reGrence to such at Oxford), and among the victims

irrdition places king Svein's sister, the lady Gunnhild'- -S";i";; 
onslaugh"t on England in-roo3-i was not aimed at secur-

ing a kingdom. Iiwas his ge"sture of revenge, typically enough com-

I In William of Jumilges, who gives credit to a trrdition thet rn English

army shortly afterwards attacked the Cotentln'

bining thc-blood-feud. with 
-monetary profit. Exerer, Wilton,

Salisbury, f.{or11ch, and Thetford *ere among the rowns sackcd,
and the only effective resisrance came from thennglo-Dane Ulfkeli
[Ulfcytel] Snilling, who fell upon the invaders ifter the sack of
Thetford. Only English slackness in not carrying out Ulfkell's

I ord:.r: to cut to pieces the ships of the Danes saved the day for them,
and'they themselves admitted that they had neyer mer;irh harder

. hand-play in England than-Ulfcytel gaye rhem'. So easily might the

;,lnqlering cgurse of Danish Svein have ended in death oi ign"ominy.
The Danes withdrew from England in the famine year of ioo5, but
were back in roo6 on a miss-ion of challenge and bravado.'The
l.nqg."g.. of the Cltronide is ironic as it tells of"the vikings' saG base

! Yg.hr, their.well-stogke{ {o9{-{egot at Reading, 5f the great
deeds threatened by the English if the-host ever gor ;; far as C"uck_
hamsley Knob on the Wiltsliire downs, and how tf,e host called their
bluffnot only.by getting there but by insolently inviting attack,
how they quickly put rha levies to flight, and defying all p"rophecv
tode back to the sea Dast the sat"s oT Wirl.h".to"- .ih^"i .;i;,..'.:k to the sea past the gates of Winchester, whose ci?izens

them, arrogant and confident, brinqing provisions and
r fig*_To1" than fifty miles inland. t6;s 

"happened 
at mid-
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inter, while Ethelred was medita.ting his Christ,orr^f.r. in Shrop-
ire. But he bestirred himsell and in rooT paid the Danes a tribu?e
36,ooo pounds- in return for peace, along with provisions and

ga.thercd from all parts of the kingdom. Wittl this pro-
addition to the booiv thev had alreidv seized- the t)i,"*;tous addition to the booty they had alreidy seized, the Dines

re pleased to leave Eneland.

T: p"r.: lasted twJyears. Erhelred took rwo steps to prepare
the next invasion, buias so ofren they went 

"*ry. 
i{. ,ouglit to

b-n.his defences by appoinginq a.n ealdorman for Verc;i bui
) the most notoriouJdouble-dealer ofthe age, Eadric Streona.
he tried to build a fleet strong enough to d"efeat anything the

tnes could sail against him. According to the Cbroaicle lverliunit
1-T,lid:r throughout.the^kingdgg was to furnish the king rvith

rship,r and every unit ofeigh-t hides provide a helm anci c"orslet.
Ueet was readv earlv in rcno. assembled offSend..i"l, c..{ .,,,"le,tleet was ready early in roo9, assembled offsandwich, and was

tlkly T4g ineffective by a grotesque combination of accusarion,
;ht' selfishness, indisciplinJ, rivairy and sel[mutilation. With
rr a discussion of what Earle called 'a tantalizinq annal' see Earle arrdtl.jl Trj Saxon Cltronicles, II, r8J-6. The varianls are offered rher.e, I,
' 
rnd by Garmonsway, p. r3g.
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eishtv ships bumecl ancl trvcnty defected, Ethelrecl, his ealdornten

"n"d 
.tunrillors, in the words of the Cltronicle, 'went home'' The re-

*rining ships were fetched to London, and thefacilitiesoffsandwich

abando"ned io the Danes, who dropped anchor there on r August'

It was a formidable host whiih began in its confident way -to
harrv the near-by countryside that saml autunrn. Unlike the armies

ofth. sons ofRagnar a ientury and a halfbefore, it $r'as not com-

posed in substaniial measure of part-time soldiers hankering after
'a farm of their own. These were proGssionals. Their leaders in the

absence of Svein were two famoui brothers, Thorkell the Tall and

Hemming, and a more shadowy figure, Eilaf the brother ofjarl Ul[
w6o later''(Ulfl that is) marriedSvein's daughter Estrid and became

the"fatherif king Svein Estridsson or Ulfsson and the progenitor of
the royal line of Denmark to our own day. Here too we must mention

that formidable and puzzling demonstration of kingly power in Den-

mark which till recently was held to bear closely on the contemporary

Viking assaults on England: the appearance of timber-and-earthwork

fortreises of a scale and model hitherto unknown there' Four such

are known, at Trelleborg near Slagelse in West Z.ealand, at Aggers-

bore on the Limfiord ii North Judand, at Fyrkat near Hobro in

EasiJutland, and at Nonnebakken in the town of Odense on Fyn'

All four are built to a pattern,and consist of a syrnmetrical grouping

of wooden houses within a rampart. At Trelleborg there \erre sixteen

such houses, arranged in groups of four, each four forming a hollot*-

souare. witir the iull count bf tixteen forming yet another and

l"ie., iqutt . Fyrkat and Nonnebakken likewise had sixteen houses,

ae;ersborg had forty-eight. There are differences in the size of the

hJ,ir.r froir fott to'fort-(all are based on the roman loot of z9'57

cm. modified to 29.33 Aggersborg, rro such feet, or c 3J metres;

Trelleborg, roo such feet; and Fyrkat, 96), but within each fort

they are uniform.'

I Literature: P. Norlund, Trelleborg, r9J6; C' G. Schultz, 'Aggersborg,

vikingeleiren ved Limfiorden', Fti Nat' Mus, Afibejdsmark, rg$; Olaf
Olseri, 'Trelleborg Problemer', in Scandia 28, tg6z; Fyrkat. Ery jtsk
vikingeborg. l. Borgin og Bebyggelsen, by Olaf Olsln and Holger Schmidt, etc'

II. dldsagerne og Graupladsen by Else Roesdahl, etc- Nordkke fottidsminder,

ry77. Tiere is an exposition of the 'very complicated issues' involving
Harald, Svein, Trelleborg, Fyrkat, etc', by Olaf Olsen in Skalk, r98o,

Nr. 3, pp. 18-26, and a discussion in Roesdahl, Viking Age Denmark, tg8z,
pp. 147-55.
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TRELLEBORG: A PLAN OF THE STRONGHOLD

LTrelleborg, the.first found and most exrensively excavated of
:::. t:Tr., stands in a good defensive position on apiece ofraised

und. between.tw-o navigable streami, the Vaarby^i 
"nd 

T;J.a;
tch JoIn here before flowing another two miles or so jnto the

: Belt between Zealand and fyn. The site was improved by .ing and .filling-in before builhing took pf"... rf,.".;;"ri 'i ancr .nl[ng-rn Detore buldmg took place. The natural
; provided by the rivers and in expanse of swampy or
grould north, west, and south-westr.were reinforced tv a

,-:-",.rh 
ranlparr, roughly t7 *.tr", tti.k "nJ-rl;;;lxgh, srrengrhened wirh palisades and traversed with stoui

. There were four grt.*"yr, set diametrically opposite eacli
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other, joined by roadways north by south and east by west (the
orientation ofTrelleborg is a little to the east ofnorth, but the terms

are convenient); these intersected at the centre ofthe house-blocks.
The gateways were strengthened against earth-slip by a 6-metre-

deep course ofbig stones throughout the width ofthe rampart. The
outer face of the rampart was provided with various deterrent
Gatures. On the land side it had the additional saGguard of a wide,
deep moat. But even this was not considered enough, and this same

easf and south-east land side was given an outer ward, with a

lower rampart and a shallower ditch. Trelleborg today, with its
ramparts in good trim, and the position of the house post-holes
touChed in with concrete, gives a strong impression of its former
power, its domination of the land and quick access to the sea, the

protection it afforded its ships from storm or sudden attack, the

menace and mobility ofits garrison.
The diameter of the fort proper, the inner ward, is 136 metres.
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Most of this was occupied by the sixteen houses in their four hollow
squares. A few smaller buildings, including what look like guard-
rooms by the north andwest gates, hardly affect theoverall syrniretrl.
qlhe houses rvere stave-built of upright planks, and an outside
Fov of slighdy inward-leaning posrs helped support the roofiof shghtly rnward-leanrng posts helped support the roofi

houses were boat-shaped, that is, with curved side-walls and
right end-walls, and internally were divided into three sections,
largest in the centre. There are further houses in the outer ward,

irteen ofthem set radially within the curved area (see plan), and
o outside the inner moat and the eastern gateoftheinner rampart.

these houses are ofthe same kind as the inner sixteen, excepithat
thirteen are not arranged in squares, and they are smailer by

:-tenth, i.e. they are 90 roman Get in length, noi roo. Outwards
the other two houses is the fort cemetery, parts of it older than
fort. A oreponderance of skeletons were those of men of military
which does not mean that they were all full-time military men.

were also a few old people and a few children buried theie: and.
ntly, a number of women. The grave orientations were east

and the four fortresses were seen as barracks and

G OTALAN D

BALTIC 9L4

MAP I5. DENMARX IN TTTE VIKING AGE
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craftsmen, safeguarding his possessions, and by the strategic placing of

th.i. err.i.orrs ihowing a prottttiut t'- to the loyal and a mailed fist to

;;'il.ff.;;;J. wrtJ.t.t the royal architect' serious problems

r.-ri"-t"r,he least of them the vity short period during which the

ri."-"gft"fa. were in use-twenty or thirty years at most' and the

L*n.ir, Aggersborg, not so much as completed' Ifthey were overtaken

[.i!r."tt, *. can 6.rly guess' unconvincingly' at what those events

were.
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. The weight of tribute still astonishes: 16,0oo pounds in 994,
D in looz, 36,000 in roo7, 48,ooo in rorz: literally, England
for her conquest with her own money. Not all the tribute took
brm of minted coins. Brooches, arm-rings, torques, ingots-
ting came amiss so long as it was silver.l The men whose un-

ing arms levered away these vast and precious burthens were
Danes; soldiers offortune and mercenaries came in from eyery
navian land. There are memorial stones in Sweden to warriois

and, some of them, died in England. There are five
stones which tell of men who received tribute there. like

at Grinda in Sijdermanland raised to a brave father, Gudvi, who

ived Knut's geld in England. God save his soul'; or the most
and informative ofall, the Borrestad stone from Orkestad in

nd: 'Karsi and Gerbjorn had this stone raised after Ulf their
. God and God's Mother help his soul! But Ulf received

fueld three times in England. The first was that which Tosti

west to England and received a share ofthe geld'; or that at
informing us that'Ali raised this stone in memory ofhimself

Then Thorkell paid. Then Knut paid.'Tosti has by some
tssumed to be the Swedish father of that Sigrid the Haughty
d6a: see p. 136, n. r, above) whom, if she exiited, OlafTrfgg-
(ye Gar) spurned and Svein Forkbeard (we trust) mariied;

55. BARRAQK-HOUSE AT

FYRKAT (A rrcronrar-
REcoNSTRUcrroN)

was Thorkell the Tall; and Knut was Knur the Great.
th thus extorted flowed back to all the Scandinavian lands.

island ofGotland, mainland Svrden and Denmark, in smaller
to Norway, and is not without trace in the Atlantic island
rcies.z The rapid increase ofAnglo-Saxon coins in Scandin-

contrnue to be found in Scandinavia.

.o^.^.-" :rtq.r,9d (Sawyer, ry62, .pp. _g8i, and. tg7 r, pp. roa-r),

)r-oad, most ofit from the east, but it probably indicates the mixed
of English and Frankish tribute, too. See P. H. Sawyer, Tbe Age of tbe
r 1197t) for an extended treatment in Chapter Three, ,Treasure;. New

But to proceed with king Svein and 
^hr1 

ng.licV of warfare 
.and

oron, ..ri* the North Sei. 
''he 

'profit' will bear underlining'

fr. hru" secn (p. 265 above) how supplies of kufic silver were

.liminishing in tie second halfof the t.nth ."ntury, and practically

dried up at"the beginning of the eleventh' The north needed stlver

;n ou#i,i.t, and ih. brlgandJike commonsense of Svein told him

*hir" 
"nd 

ho* to get it: in tribute from e disorganized, dishcer.t-

ened, and immensely wealthy England. The process had started tn

;il;ill;p.rron d, through his"approval oiother captains svein

i"r, *r,i"rfuslv involved ;i it ftoti'g9+ till the day ofhis death in

ror3. To attack ihe unhappy country was^to.be.paid.to go away' and

ro be paid to go a'Iwrly kept your army in betng ttll you attacKes

c scarcrty in Scandinavian hoards of English coins of the ninth

-..I + due to the circumsrance that the money may have been

,ETgt"na to acquire land for intending semlers, The idea has been well
rn some quarters, but there is no positive evidence for it. The
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avian hoards dates from the beginning ofEthelred's reign' At first
the bulk ofit represents tribute; but after Knut's conquest ofthe
realm it t.pt t.ntt the money raised in England to payl-ris soldiers'

wases. The danegeld of roi8 reached the unparalleled total of
n.& pounds ove*r all England, plus a sum variously stated to be

io,s*'ot rr,ooo pounds fiom the citizens of London' From totz
onruards there wai an annual tax or danegeld raised in England, and

under Knut the army-tax (beregeld) took 
-precedence 

of all other

taxes. The Cbroni cle under ro4o informs us that the rate of pay in the

naval force maintained by the Danish king was eight marks ta a

rowlock. While allowanc" f"t the differing sizes of sixteen ships rs

difiicult (Knut is said to have had one showpiece of rzo oars),.this

would haidly have come to less than 3,ooo pounds.a y-ear' and tlrt're

were Knut's housecarles to be paid in addition. The flow of '{ngl.o-
Saxon coins into Scandinavia continued till ro5r, when Edward the

Confessor at last paid offhis mercenaries.

Even though we abandon the silent witness of the four homeland

fortresses, we have means enough to see the invading armies of Svcin

and Knut in fair perspective. First, there is the remarkably personal and

emotive account of Anglo-Danish affairs given by the Anglo-Sa:ton

Chronicle during the years of distress and mismanagement. Second are

the larse r-ornt, of tribute and know-n rates of pay of the professional

soldiers engaged in these impoverishing operations; and third, the con-

t.*por*ty1.rflux of English money into Scandinavia revealed by the

hoards discovered therc.

Meantime the armies of roog were at work. Eastern Kent bought

peace for 3,ooo pounds, London showed its accustomed valour'

**ifir- "** 
irt".[, iut thereafter the Danes cut swathes of

d""i;;;"" thiough the shires, burned oxford, sacked.Ips.wich, and

took heary toil oT the men of East Anglia and Crmbridgt-1,'",th,:
pitched battle of Ringmcre in rolo, where their old enemy Ult kelt

bnilling stood firm, biut the wretched Thurcytel with his 'mare's

head' #oke rank and saved life without honoui by flight' Among the

Cbronicle for 896 records how after the Danish deleats in 892-6'the D'rnish

host broke up, ,o*" to East Anglia, some to Northumbria, and those vlto

were feohleav'got themselves shipi there and went south across the sea to tnc

s.i;;i-i; i; uilik.ly that feohlease means 'moneyless', as Sawyer transhte"

with the implication that-they sought money in order to settle; ilt Tol'
iikely to mein that they were *ithout possessions or ProPerty ln bngl3nu'

and so departed.
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25. ANIMAL lrIAD (A LroN?) FRoM sHETEtIG'S SLEIGH, oSEtsERG. lt
suggested thrt these alarming hcads were intendcd to frighten offcvil spiri
givc protection to thosc scatccl inside the four posts that bore thcnr.
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-29 TRELLEBoRC ToDAy. A view of the fort ancl its surrounclings from the air
rne Urcdt Belt in thc backgrourrJ.

ll-. tt. sroRy oF srcuRD cARVED rN wooD AT HyLES"r'AD. Reading from theoottom right we see Sigurd and Reginn forging the sword Gram, the sword
;':i,*'n.g when rc'tcd on the:nvil. :nd thererfter Sigurd using it to kill rhe drrgon.
^tfhe,bottom lefr we scc Sigurcl roasting the clrago"n's hea.t i"hile Reginn slccfs. He

;::s. tt: thunrb and puts it. fresh lrom the dragon's heart, into his nrouth, and at-"'c understands rhe language of thc birds in thc trcc above him. Reginn is plannirru
,l litti".: him and 'ccure for himrelf tlre dragorr's rre.rsrrre which we sc.c loaclcd on

i,,:t-C"qt horse (lrani. He thrusts his sword-through Reginn. Aftcr many disasters
"unnar dies in the snake-pit, playing thc harp with 

"his 
tocs.



helrd later. The bitter fruits of Ringmerc were that the Danes

East Anglia, ravaged Thetford and Cambridge, and fared

with sword and fire to the shires of Oxford, Buckingham, and

lford. There was hardly the show much less the realiry of op-

ition. The Cbronicle for roro depicts a country grown ripe for

they made their way back to the ships with their plunder; and

they were dispersing to the ships, then the levies should have

r out, ready in case they should seek to go inland. Then, however,
levies were on their way home. And when the enemy was in the

rt, then our levies \vere mustered in the west; and vhen they vere
the south, then our levies were in the north. Then all the councillors

summoned to the king, for a plan fot the deGnce of the realm had

be devised then and there, but whatever course of action was
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rs, fighting under Thorkell the Tall's banner, rvas a thick-set
Norwegian, Olaf Haraldsson by name, of whom more would

,d upon it was not followed even lor a single month. In the end
was no leader who was willing to raise levies, but each fled as

ly as he could; nor even in the end would one shire help
her. (Trans. Garmonsway.)

e next year showed no improvernent. When Canterbury and

archbishop Gll into Danish hands in the autumn it was through
:ry among the deftnders. There had already been English
res for a tiuce, but it was past Easter in rorz before the full
oounds of tribute could be collected and paid over. For
hop ,€lfeah they demanded a separate ransom, which he

neither pay nor permit others to pay. The sequel was re-
At an assembly of the army at Greenwich reminiscent or

:unken passage from the Fornaldarsiigur ofthe north, they
him with bones and the heads of cattle till some more

ciful ruffian crashed his axe asainst the old man's skull. Thorkell
Tall is said to have done hislest to stop them, offering every-
,^L . r . r r r I I f nlf ,t)-l:r,he possessed or might hope to lay hands on for AlGah's life-
re only my ship'.r gfu failure to do so is thought to explain why
the dispeisal o'f the Danish host later in the iear he tiansGrrei
allegiance from Svein to king Ethelred, taking forty-five ships
Ithelr crews with him.

.'It h.t likewise been thought that Thorkell's deGction was the
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]O. THE DEATH OF ST OLAF AT STIKLARSTADIR

mar of Merseburg, Cltroniconred. Holtzman, t935,W,4z-3.
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with a line drawn under the errors of the past. BvApril he wis
ack and leading an army against the Danes and their allies in

spur which brought Svein to England the following summer. This
does less than justice to Svein's cool-headedness. He had long shown

himself a manipulator of men and events, and blest with a sense of
timing. Danish pressure on England had been cumulative for more

than twenty years, and between roog and ror2 it became intolerable.
Given leadership, hope, and a cause, the English rank and file would
have fought on doggedly, and maybe successfully; but all three
were lacking. Despondency and deGat were in the air. The lesser

Danish predators had completed their part of the 'Enterprise of
England'; now it was the king's turn. The calculating Svein would
be well satisfied to chastise Thorkell the Tall for desertion, or
indeed ambition,l and bend him to his royal will, but this was not
his main business, which was to make himself king of England.

Nothing seems to have been left to chance. With a fleet reputed to
have been as handsome as it was powerful, he set sail for Sandwich,
proceeded from there to the Humber, then fwenty miles up the

Trent to Gainsborough in the heart of Danish England. It was his

correct assumption that here he would be welcomed and saG. Earl
Uhtred and ali Northumbria submitted to him, likewise the people

of Lindsey and the Five Boroughs, and soon afterwards all the
Danes to fhe north ofWatling Street. Leaving his ships and hostages

in charge of his son Knut at Gainsborough, he took his mounted
army through English Mercia, where for the first time they were

allowed to harry, received the submission of Oxford and Win-
chester, and then attacked London. Here the ever-valiant citizens,

strengthened by Ethelred's bodyguard and the crews of Thorkell
the T;ll, checked him heavily, but in the event to no purpose. Svein

declined to batter his head against a fortified wall, and rode offto
the submissive West Country. By the time he returned to Gains-
borough the Cbronich records that the whole nation accepted him_as

full king. The Londoners'position had been rendered untenable;
they sought terms and gave hostages, promised tribute and supplies.

Ethelred, with no ally save Thorkell the Tall, sent his wiG and sons

r A. Campbell , Encomium Emme Regine, Camden Third Series, 1949, .P'
lii. considirs it hiehlv improbable thit Thorkell was ever in Svein's service

or took any fo.c.i*ith him to England which could be considered part of
Svein's armyl but'on the other hand, it is more than likely thet his Progress
was regarded by Svein with disquiet, lor the latter had himselflong cherished

desieni upon England.' The Enioniun is our most eloquent authority for the

nod5n thit Svein-went to England at the persuasion ofhis warriors to chastise

Thorkell's disloyalty (I, z, pp. ro-rr).

back to Normandy for saG keeping, and shortly after Christmas
followed them there himself. Svein had arrived offsandwich in late

July, and now, five months later, he was master ofall England.
Five weeks later he was dead. He was at most 55 years old when

in the Cbronicle's impartial phrase he'ended his days ar Candlemas',

3 February ror4. He was one of the foremost viking kings. As a

general and politician he had freed Hedeby from the Germans,
increased Danish power in Wendland, gained authority over the

Jomsvikings or whatever northern mercenaries gave rise to that
contested name, disposed of Olaf Tryggvason ind set jarl Eirik
Hakonarson oyer those parts of Norway which he (and to a lesser
extent the king of Sweden) did not rule directly; and finally he had
conquered England. He favoured Christianity, but was tolerant of
the heathen, and he brought wealth from abroad to enrich his
dominions at home. Not least, he produced a son as able as himsel[
who would complete his work in England and Scandinavia, and it
was not in Svein or any man of his time to know that this was a
work which politically could not endure.

There was still a chance that England might be saved for English-
rnen. Knut, to whom Svein's men now offered their allegiance, was
at most r8 years old, his genius for management and opportunism
Immature, his experience ofmilitary command slight, and he had no
trieutenant of stiture at his side who could suiply the unselfish
xupport which the regenr Guthorm gave to the i6-year-old Harald
Fairhair or the tutelage which the r4-year-old Olaf Haraldsson re-
geived from Thorkell the Tall. And England, despite her rwenty
]ears' ravaging, was still strong and wealthy. For once the English
acted quicklyf they sent nob6men to pthelred in Normandf in-
vtting.him 

-to 
return and rule them again, more justly and wisely,

'stages before putting them ashore, and with this twofold legacy
horror and hatred behind him departed for Denmark. His elder
other Harald was king there, in succession to Svein, and friend-

or selllinrcrest induced him to help Knut win a kingdom of his

' elsewhere. An invasion force wis assembled. It ivas Knut's

. Knut, no doubt under advice, embarked his army and
red Lindsey to the resentful savagery of Ethelred. He sailed

the coast as far as Sandwich. wherl he mutilated his father's

fortune to be joined by his brother-inJaw jarl Eirik of Hladir,
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who as we have seen ruled so much of Norway by Danish permis-
sion. He was among the most seasoned warriors of the north, had
practised viking early in Baltic waters, with his father was thc
yictor at Hjorungavag, was credited with the sack of Aldeigjuborg
in Russia, and according to Icelandic and Norwegian tradition
played a prominent role in the sea-fight at Svoid. By ror4 he had
amassed considerable experience of men and state affairs. Content
widr his ancient title ofjarl, loyal to the bonds of a profitable al-
Iegiance and kinship, he was the ideal eaxlgettealla, shoulder-corn-
rade, ofan ambitious but inexperienced young king. The enlistment
ofa second famous captain \rr'as more surprising. This was none other
than Thorkell the Tall, who had gone over to Ethelred late in rorz
and given him faithful service ever since. After Ethelred's punitive
expe&tion against Lindsey in ror4 Thorkell.and his meiienaries
were given a payment ofzr,ooo pounds, and it is hard to account
for his prompt abandonment of a restored patron. It has been
suggested that he had a slain brother to avenge upon the English,
but Thorkell's mainspring was selFinterest; he could read the
times, and he never read them better than when he sailed for Den-
mark with the nine ships prepared to follow him and secured
employment with Knut.

In the summer of ror5 when Knut's glittering menagerie of
ships sailed for England those who should oppose him there had
reverted to their normal malpractice. The sinister Eadric Streona
for reasons unknown procured the murder of the two foremost
noblemen belonging to the 

(Seven 
Boroughs', SiGrth and Morcar;

king Ethelred abetted him by seizing their property and arresting
SiGrth's widow; Ethelred's son Edmund rescued the lady, mrrried
her in his father's despite, departed for the Five Boroughsi possessed
himselfofthe propertyr and by consent o[the inhabitants, equally
resentful of Knut's desertion and Ethelred's revenge, made himsell
master there. At a time when unitv vas imoerative ,h..ounr* ru.t
divided by ill Geling between nthelred and his son and a feud
between Edmund and Eadric. This may be the kind of situation
Thorkell the Tall foresaw. In any case he was now on service with a

compact, disciplined, and well-led army, which in September took
the field in earnest. With treachery and distrust in the English arr,

they quickly made the weight of their arm known in We"ssex and

Warwickshiie. The infamous Eadri. came over to the Danish side

with forty ships, and half the country was Knut's. Briefly Edmund

.of Nottingham to York, and Uhtred had to submit. He was

,lrnurdered or executed and his earldom of Northumbria placed
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with Uhtred of Northumbria to devastate Staffordshire,

ire, and Cheshire, but Knut carried the war northwards by

safe hands ofjarl Eirik of Hladir. Knut next turned towards
the hard knot ofEngland, but before his ships came up the

Ethelred the Redeless died 'after a liGtime of much hardship

innonth later the Danes were besieging the ciry. It was an

I operation against a determined en€mlr and though the
invested on all sides, even to the extent that a channel was

irnany difficulties', and the counsellors and citizens chose

pnd his son as their king.

r the south bank of the Thames to permit the Danish ships
up river, it failed. Edmund had already got away; he collected
ry and waged what must have been a sensationally successful
ign to free Wessex, all ofwhose inhabitants, says the Chronicle,

to him. He then launched a vigorous and unexpected
upon the army besieging London, driving it smartly back,
doing so suffered such heavy casualties that he had to with-
rd allow them to renew the siege. London still held out in the
the worst Knut could do; suddenly he abandoned the siege
ing provisioned the host in East Anglia and Mercia sent his

rnd the captured livestock to the Medwav. The remounted
rd arrived in Kent when Edmund caught up with it at Otford,
to fl.ight, and slew all he could overtake. The outlook for the
had io deteriorated that Eadric Streona changed sides again
ined Edmund, who took him back into favour. 'No greater

judgement', says the Cbronicler 'was ever made than this'.
it proved. For when the augmented army of Edmund

ered Knut's host at Ashinsdon in Essex. 'the ealdormanrtered Knut's host at Ashingdon in Essex, 'the ealdorman
did as he had so often done 6eforer he and his men were the
set the example offlight, and thus he betrayed his royal lord
e vhole nation'. Knut 'ilon all England by his victory.
the irreparable harms of the day were the death of Ulfkell ,

-the defender of East Anglia, and the destruction of 'all the
of the Enelish nation'. Edmund Ironside survived and took
in GloucEstershire. Knut moved after him. but without

in$ a compromise was reached whereby Edmund should
,ssex and Knut the rest of the country. Among the honest
was Eadric Streona. It was a settlement loaded with the
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promise of future dissension. Neither Knut nor Edmund could
leave matters so. But the death-struggle between them never took
place. On- St. Andrew's day (3o November) of this same year

, e{qgn{ died at the age of iz, and in sorrow, necessiry, and sbme
relie[ the whole realmof England chose Knut for its king. He was
even younger than his rival.

With Knut as an English king we are nor primarily concerned.
Buttwo events of torT invite attention. In that year Knut divided
England into four parts, for administrative and military conyenience.
Wessex he kept under his own conrrol, and he left jarl Eirik in
charge ofNorthumbria. Thorkell the Tall received Easi Anglia, and
no one could say that in one way or another he had not worked hard
for it. To Eadric Streona went the whole of Mercia. But for a short
while only. Within a matter of months Knut had him executed.

Jarl Eirik held his earldom with honour till his death in c. ro23.
Thorkell's course was more troubled. From rorT till rozo he

lppears to have been the foremost of Knut's lay subjects; we meer
his name on charters, and he is named as accompanying the king
on various important occasions. The most impressive witness to his
standing during these first years is that he is the only magnate
named in the statement of legal policy issued by Knut after his
return lrom Scandinavia in rozo.l Then in rozr he was outlawed;
a reconciliation took place in Denmark in roz3 on terms which
suggest that Thorkell was still a man of immense power: he was
made Knut's regent in Denmark and the guardian of his son

Hordaknut, but thereafter disappears from history. Knut's other
action of rorT 'il/as to marry Ethelred's widow Emma. In the
Cbronicle's arresting sentence) he 'commanded the widow of the
late king Ethelred, Richard's daughter, to be brought to him so that
she might become his wiG'. This was an adrnirable stroke ofpolicy'
It could hardly displease the English, promised well dynastically,
and ensured the friendship of duke Richard II of Normandy. Knut
already had an English co^nsort, ,;Elgifu of Northampton, to whorn
he would remain warmlv attached. and for whom (and her son

Svein) he would make handsome provision in Norway as late as

ro3oibut Emma was his queen, ,nd it *", agreed that lier children
by Knut should take precedence over her sons by Ethelred ano

exclude the children of Algifu from the royal succession. It was a

1 A, Campbell, Encomium Emmae, p.75; Liebermann , Getetztrl, 273-5.

ble arrangement', and for everyone except the Norwegians it
ed out well. And unintentionally even for them.

.ror8-r9 Knut's brother Harald, king of Denmark, died, and
irossed the North Sea to make sure oflhe succession. Thorkell

remained in England, and perhaps it was now that certain
ambitions were reborn in him and led to his banishment in

of the old-sryle viking who looked after himself well until
came in and spoiled the business. One explanation of Knut's

his fleet off the Isle of Wight in tozz is that he was saG-

3 the realm against some healy stroke by the outlawed
r At the reconciliation in Denmark of rc23 Knut seems to

brought one of Thorkell's sons back to England with him
: trusting him with Denmark and Hordaknut. Thar Thorkell

a year or two would be no grief to his royal master.
were king Knut's first expeditions from England to
and the north. Before he undertook his last he had given

himselfnot only as a good king ofEngland but as a monarch
stature. As a man he is hard to define. because we know

about him,z but as a peace-bringer, legislator, administrator,
an and politician, and as a patron of the Church we see him

. In law he was less an innovator than a re-worker. and
rglish as the English in the moral and improving ingredients
ich he flavou..d his law-making. Stenion jus"tly iescribes

Legal code as one'which in its length and vaiied detail gives

iqh place among the legislators oTthe Dark Ages';3 fol the
t law lies very little in originality or ingenuiry, but in its

bein Forkbeard, Saint Olaf, Knut tl)e Great 373

ing between men, its 
"rrurln.. 

o?right{ its piaccicality of
dificult to get a clear picture o[ this vear. Durins rhe course of it
s^reported to have mad]e a considerabll naval denionstration in the
fo:-t\e U.n.ni of jotnsborg-wollin, the restless w.;J;; ;J ;h.'
rntl of Estland. It w-as alter ffir t"totn to Denmark from this show of

that he was reconciled to Thorkell.
'Fo 

s(So, zo, tells us that he was tall, strong, fair-haired, keen-eyed,
r' valiant, and all-conquering. His nose, whiih was long, narrow,-and
be-nt, somewhat marted hislood looks.'He *", a."n"of great good

hing to do with powei.'
Eagland, p. 4o4.
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enforcelnen_t, its-power to settle argument, and forestall or contpose
strifle. Further, for Knut law was a prop of kings, as \r-as religion.
We need not doubt his devotion to tl're Church, because he made
use of the Church-as rhe Church made use of him. The links
between Church and monarchy in England werc close and stronq;
each had its dury to the other, for the glory of God and the good 

"oi

the nation, and there is something magnificent about the way rhis
young and alien conqueror accepted an English king's obligations
in matters religious and ecclesiastical. His gains, properly, were
enormous-nothing did so much to bring him within the cornity of
Christian Europe; he gained the blessing ofthe pope and the favour
of the emperor;l he was seen by his royal peers to be a great
monarch; he secured the support of the most poverful instirution
in England-but these were gains he well deserved, and behind
the pomp and circumstance, the ceremonies of honour to St.
Edmund and St. Alphege (,lElfeah), the restoring ofmonasteries and

consecration ofchurches, the ostentation of the pilgrimage to Rome,
he appears a man not untouched by humility before the Church in
both her worldly and her sacred roles. He would be the last man to
object to the worldly, he was so pragmatic a man himself

In roz6 it was necessary for him to leave England and look to his

Scandinavian interests aeain. Denmark had come under threat from
Norway and Sweden, and to understand how this could be we must
revert to the years ro14-16, when Knut so hurriedly withdrew
from England that he might assemble a new arnry from Denmark
and Norway and complete Svein's conquest. When again he sailed
from Denmark jarl Eirik ofHladir sailed with him, and Norway was

left in charge of Eirik's brother jarl Svein and maybe Eirik's son

Hakon. This was the moment when a new Olaf, like Olaf Trygg-
vason a scion ofthe royal Yngling line, chose to make his bid for the

partitioned kingdom.-H. w"i the thick-set young man we notedas
fighting under Thorkell the Tall's banner at Ringmere in roro, the

r To the pope he owed a reduction in the charges levied on an English
archbishop when he went to Rome for his pallirim. To the cmperor an!
various rulers he orved a reduction in the tolls exacted from northern ano

English traders and pilgrims who passed through their dominions on the wal
to F.ome. To the empeior C.onrad he owed, as iart of the wedding settlemenj
betwcen the emperoi's son Henry and his ownilughter Gunnhild, the retur0
of Slesvig to Dinmark and thi recognition of the Eider as the German-
Danish boundary.

petry ruler in eastern Norwayr and stepson of Sigurd Sow,

er-king of Ringerike, but destined to be the most famous

ian ofhis century' and of many centuries to come.jan of hts century' and ot many centurres to comL.

had been born c. 995 and set io viking at the age of n in

of a triedship's captain named Hrani. He harried in Den-

Sweden, Gotland, Osel off the coast of Estland, and in
too, where his good luck prevailed against the wiles of
wind-brewers. Sometimes he raided, sometimes fought

By the time he met Thorkell the Tall, in the language of the

re'had reddened nesses, sated'the wolf's brood, roused the
convened the Thing of arrows. In the language of

he had made an unmitigated nuisance of himself in
waters.l As a member of Thorkell's company he made a

mce and maybe Spain. William of Jumilges knows him as

rex Noricorun and puts him in the service of duke Richard II
oandy. While in Normandy, c. ror3, he was baptized at
In Normandy, too, he appears to have taken service vrith
and followed him back to England. The sources agree that
I further battles in England, but are divided as towhich side

ght on. Chronology alone forbids us to think that he ever
ior Knut, for the 

"'br.n.. 
ofKnut from Denmark implied the
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ing his thoughts, motives, plans at this tinre, save that he
to win Norway) we stand in the dark.
' are we much more enlightened in respect of the moves

him to power there. This is not the fault of Snorn

A llisrorl of rbe tr'ikingt

itrost valuable sources for Olaf's lile as a viking are the 'Viking
(vlk;ngafiar) of Sighvat Thordarson and thJ 'Head Ransom-'

crra) of-Ottarihe Blac:k, both court poets ofhis in later life. Sighvat
fs'friend as well as his retainer 

"nd 
po.t. He tells of thirteJn set

rom Lake Milar to the Guadalquiver, but exaggerates Olaf's imporl-
those of them we can identify from foreign sources. But cautiously

I the Viking Verses give i good geneialized picture,of a gifted
ing working his way up in hii proGssion. See O. A. Johnsen, o/az
angdon iwl-til ilageioed Nesjar, Oslo, rgzz, and G. Turville-Petre,

ofjarl Eirik from Norway, which gave Olaf the opportuniry
w he was quick to lay hold of. In any case he arrived in
'not later than ror5, and in all probability one year earlier.

z{gc ofscandinaril, rg5r, pp. r4o{,
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sturluson, who with an abundance ofunverifiable detail biings hinr
to Selje south_of Stad with two rnerchanr ships and ,ro ,n."n, l.t,
him dispose ofjarl Eirik's son Hakon by a cunning bur nor unr*i
tul vrkrng stratag€rn,.celebrates his golden oratory and persuasive_
ness, places his decisive confrontati6n with his enemies at Nesjar
off the western shore of the Oslofjord (this appears to h"r,. #.n
Sighvat the Skald's first attendanc. on Cil"fon'battle), 

"nd 
.onrr.v,

the victorious Olaf norrhwards to the Trond"lrg, 'which h. ,"i*
y_": th.. key to Norway. Jarl Svein,s flight and jeath and youns
Hakon's remoyal to England gave him the chance to esiabfisfi
himself at Nidaros and keep ry Jy. on those of his subjects [k;i;;
to cause him trouble. He rebuilt the rown a second time, established
a-residence there, and laid the foundations ofa new church. From
the start it was his intention to attract traders to the town. There
were still chieftains like Erling skjalgsson and Einar Thambar-
skelfir who would do him no r.ii.., 

"nl 
larqe areas like the remote

north and the interior stretches of the Tr6ndelag which yielded
him no tribure, but by the end of ro16 in fact 

"r'in 
n"*. i,. *r,

king over the immediately accessible provinces of Norway.
In most respects he was a good king, even a very good one.r

l He was not as good, of course, as hagiographical writine would make

E*. \" other kirig of the Viking ng. ;,ri;lirt* .b;;; ?"';;;;;ri;;i;.
lh.f rj the anonymous.First Saga', written in Iceland a little before rrgb,
ot whrch.only lragments survive, and.the big,Legendary Saga'preserved in a

fgryegiln manuscripr.of c. Tz.so; there are th6 numerous"pioducts of the
salnt's cult, rn prose and verse, latin and the vernacular (for eiamole. the lost
Traulatio Sancti olavi, the Acta.f.o., and Geili); there ii much sl.lii. uerr.
by a number of skalds,.including_sighvat Thordarson, Ottar the Black, and
rnormod (ioalbrow's-skald; northern historians from Ari and Theodoricus
downwards speak ofhim, and he is occasionarry refcrred to in foreign sources;
and clearly there was a rich oral tradition concernins him. Finaiiv there is
Snorri Sturluson\ 6lifs Saga Helga, written 

", . ,.fi"rrt. work,'bui lrter
tncorporated in his Heimkringla, where it is a third of the whole. The Olaf
material consisrs of hagiographical and lay tradition and invention, king's
trle ano sarnt's hle, closely and troublesomely blended. Among many
important studies are sigur6ur Nordal, ont olaf fui Heiliset sata. c-o;nhaeei,
rpl+; O. A. Johnsen and ;6n Helgason (ed.), ben store tisa oi 6lap'dzn beiiigt,
Oslo,,.Io4r; and Rjarni A6albjarnarson,'Hein*ringlar"ll, islenzk Fornrlt,
KeykJavlk,.1945.-There is an excellent brief survey in .Kongekroniker og
kongesagar' by Th. D. Olsen in Norron Fortallekinst. Cooeilhasen. rq6i.
The English reader is well served by G. Turville-petie. oiitins1f irtiodn
Literature, 1953 (chapter VII, ,Historical Literature of the-LatJ Twelfth
Gntury', especially pp. r7J-9o).

remarkable of all for a man of his early training in rapine

lugfteq he gave his subjects peace and securiti. thai he
b" Irt{ and_ merciless goes without saying, bui except in- :*1y :^,*. urLrluLDr .byr.r yr_ru"l,. salril$: out except tn

ol rehgron he reserved this side of his nature for those who
d his peace or challenged his authoriry. Like Knut over in
, he- had a strong Gtling for law. The law-meers and

blies,.the Things, tept theiiformer digniry and power, and
havq been strengthened inasmuch as Olaf worked through
r aristocrats of his ovn choosing rather than the old-stile
kings. Like Knut he relied a good dealon the lesal.n".t..it,
r predecessors. Snorri tells ui that he often hairecited in his
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the laws which Hakon the Good had prepared fo-r the
im region, and some of these, in consuitrtion with the

men he could gather at court, he amended, .taking 
away or

as seemed best to him'. Neither rank nor riches cduld bend
; Olaf was immune to threars or bribery; and we have said
could be merciless. Not all the laws known in later davs as

oraf ,s Law, were his ; ;:ffi :ff ;?IiJilJt',?,ffi :,':rr'"il
bore justice on-.their sword-poinrs did nof disappear in a
ritign; frg Olaf's reign r"w in impressive developmenr of

n of law in a nitional contexi. Siqhvat's poetic com-
while- excessive, was not entirely"undeseru.d, ,King,vnue excesslve, was not entrely undeserved: ,King,

establish the nation's law, which stands firm among aii

most renowned work for Norway was to make her Christian.
ad implications beyond a changl of gods and forms of wor-
brought Norway tut of the pist i"r? ;h. ;;.;.nt, l.rr.n.d
atton, and inducted her, partly at least, into the fuller

an civilization of the time. Muchprogress irad already been
in pl,aces where, Danish influence'wai rrrong, tiL. ttie Vik,
.lad been proselytization since the conver'sion of Harald

f$ Hlkq"-the.Good,. Harald Greycloak, and Olaf Trygg-
'had toiled-for the faith in their di'fferenr degrees; buf ih'.

areas of the interior and the northern ".o"ri, 
stayed,

l. OlaPs methods were uncompromising; he executed iherant, blinded or maimed theni, drove"ihem from their
.31, dg.*n their. images a1{ maired their sacred ph;;;.

:, baptism and the ki"ng's friendrrup *... ,f*"v, on off.r.
l}*t one thing: a state church for Norway was another

undertaking. His success in organizing this was
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remarkable. His right-hand man and counsellor was Grimkell, to
judge by his namJa Norwegian' It was with Grimkell and other
-orie"sts 

fhat he worked out tframevork of church law at Moster'

i{. ut.d priests and missionaries from England, too,l but because

of Knut's rule there it was to Bremen that he sent Grimkell and

other priests for their consecration. The Christian law formulated

at Moiter was of prime authority; it was read out at the different

died Norway wJs a Christian country' and no relapse into heathen-

dom was possible.
It helped in this respect that his downfall was followed by his

sanctific;don. It helped, too, that his downfall was due to king

Knut, another determined Christian.
For ten or twelve years Olaf's foreign policy had been favoured

bv Knut's preoccupation with his realm of England, while the

.irralry of the jarls bf Hhdit had been providentially rerno.ved by

Eirik's transGi to Northumbria, Hakon's caPture and oaths, and

the deGat and death ofjarl Svein. This left Sweden and the Atlantic
Islands. These last, Faioes, Orkney and Shetland, in their different

1 The Enelish share in the conversion of the Scandinavian lands was con-

siderable,"from Willibrord's mission in the first half of the eighth century

to the time of Knut and Svein Estridsson in Denmark; under the two Olals
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acknowledged his overlordship, though Olaf,s courr poetused the lanquase of eulogy.yhen he issured the kine rhat
,ll, H,::-*lrie,yngrfs uiJ ,".i ili.;; the iJles inwesr' Against Swedish .n'"ro!.hn'.ni il. r',t firm from the

:l1:g;-yh:: jh:Illq gf,r*.g.I :.nj i,i, to_i"tr,.rers acrossmountains into Gaulirdal and orta-daffi;: ;ff A:ffi:;
,T:*;l lf:-h::g'd. on a ridge + $;;';' the raven, a

b4 lfre'e had been 
" 
cl,rir,i*,,'i;;;"r;;i "#'riril"d:

:f- olaf Tryggvason where\ l.t";"ffi;r:tsson, Skdt_was converted to the ne
ronle fn1n.,.-J ,,^ -..^-Y,loth' 

buc o,1ly a small minoritypeople followed his example.,E;.-ntu;ili ffi;i'i.ilHi
i|5 :;:*1,:?T::fl:;"isF; +,,,,d iil',," s,ven rorand thar olaf of Norwry *", ih. p.i;; ;;;;r" l; it,? Hil:
ll:n *:g,i:^, :ibi,,i.; ri;o;a';#;;i.,. interior,for the pu{pose his court roa'i.tg_hr"; ff";;i;7:;::;ii,
f ::"jr"l,^t::.r^llL-"Y':.y',of thisicelana;..rirrrryuerween
ings of Noruray jnJ s,ni.i.n, il ;;;;;#ilr,TT:::
lHi:*:',,i*.""y:,"'l_,.i:-h;;;il;;;il!,'*"n_,.;".,insn_ hi n terla nd, are as * tid;;;; ;' ;;;' :L" ffi"*:, #
'i"|,:i1l,*e 

poet and his comiades knt.Lon a door for;,time.and 
"g"ln th.y 

.are s9!r packing. o".' i":::u:;
f" ,:Ll:*I"i, anorhd, t"s_;id#;;:idi::, three in arere inhabited by fr,.n.* nimed oil;""d ;iiiil:JT,.:l:aw-ay; at the next all tl

Eaoon,,^,, D,,- -r : ney got was a surly stare from the
9::*y s" f ihi, *",' il, f ;; ,:"0 *.i'l,iil l'" ::".; Ji;
ll*1*:f:f.j-f andlertainry y+;jeffi *ry hu*ou,lptarnts at the forestlands ind c."tti"J. Wf,rei'hlr thisand its rough inhabit.nt, b.lonj.Jr"l*.ai 

", 
b*enot know; *. o.?ru'n. il;;::ffi.%;ffi"fi".,T:

,lll,T:":""::i':-"^1""*'"a.i;";;d;*i,".,""ng.d,terms.bargain:grb..cb.ny,;;l;il.''.;itd^,:ji,lTTgil;

i,,lTlr^11 alliance of Norway md a;;;;.iorn.*h",.

A History of tbe Vikings

Things, and there are confirmatory reGrences to it in the oldest

Culaihine Law. Olaf had many churches built in Norway: and weCulaihine Law. Olaf had many churches built in Norway: and we

assume tf,at parts of the Moiter law were concerned with their

ning to the Swede, and a joyful,sp.Lr.i. d. No.iu"il ;r'r:lJ
:rj'j:'f.:.-,:, l.l;::,9, I n thi a;,pu t a 

- 

*.,i..;, of Ran ri keassume tf,at p"rtt of the Moiter law were concerned with their
upkeep, administration, and their place within the Church as a

i the swedish king's cwo om..rriuilo;;il'j#fiL:ff
with a nomin.e oihi, o*n. H.r.,'too;h.--b_;i, ;i;;;;;;irverlay of pious propaganda in much

hut one thing is clear: by the time he
rg and fortified it with 

^ ^n^i ";j ;;;;:: 
r'L Lvw' ur

:,-?T",i'*";:,ii[;fi iff :ili":,3#:;:"'i,Tjxo,lj
whole. There is a shrouding overlay of pious propaganda in much

medieval writinE about OlaL but one thing is clear: by the time hemedieval writing about

r"""*, l"a -i"fit.nLd 
JJ,:lesiastical terminology and epistolary usage' See

A. D'. Joreensen, Den nordiske Kirket Grundleggelte og forste IJdvikling, Copcrt'

hagen, 18"74-8; Ellen Jorgensen, Fremmed IndJidtlse 
-under 

den Danske krrct

iiaiig;L ul)ittirg, cnprn{^grn, r9o8; K. Gjeiset, Hittor\ of the N,':!:1'.
Peoole.l. rqrsl H. G. Leach, Anferin Britdin hnd 

'clfldtnaptlt 
l-Latvato, t9"'

otir kottiua,',ntoregr $rkjeioga, bslo, 1958; and fo-r lceland' I6n Helsason'

Islanh Kirke fra tuns Grundte-s";iirii hrfti*irionen, copenhagei, t9z5'ihere,
is further bibliographical re"6r.nce in-F' E' Harmer, 'EPistolary g.t'gtf.jl
Scandinavian Kiiesi in Saga-Book, XIII, pt. III, r949-5o. For a uscful surve]

;i-;'h;'ah;tr,ilii",i"t-"F-rn. no.th,'* Lucien'-Niusset,'La P6ni.tration

chr6tienne dans I'Europe du Nord et son Influencc sut' la Civlhsatru"

a;;;di;;t.', in sertind,; di studio ful centro italiano di rudi nll'alto medioeto'

XIV, pp. 263-125,527-35t Spoleto, 1967. l_rtl. the Swedes grew so dissatisfied with Olaf Skijt-rn part because of iis neu.fa"g"a-r.figi"", if,r, ,1,.u
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disaffection after an enforcei change of r.ligi* 
"rd " 

paring down

compelled him to share his rule with his twice_named son Onund
Jacob; Olaf died in rozz, and it was with Onund ,t"t Of"i"i
Io*"y- m3de a compacr ar Konungahella to attack Denmark.

llp-pJ 
the king who has no foreign poi.p iti, r.a ," r*i;, irri.J

expedrtron to Denmark-in roz5_6,-whith in its turn l.d to ih.reyersal of Norwegian Olafrs fortunes.
One wonders why Knut had not moved before. The reasons seemto be that he had'plenqr jo ogupy him in England, il ;h;;England was a far riiher prize tt 

"n^fto.*"yl th"r"his ,iru"rion ]n-both England and D.enmark irnpor.J ..",Lirion him; and that so

:ong.as 
Norway 

1nd- Swelen stayed on bad terms he had little toIear trom erther. It is unlikely that Knut had a theory of empire
impelling him to add Norw_ay'(and some ;t S;;;fi il;;fi;
of England and Denmark. sut he *oud UJ sensitivJ ro tt. tf,r.r,to English and Danish trade and security posed by 

"n ""n;.njf,|]lt_il *'*ay and the Atlantic irh;;; fr;;h.;'d;;;;;;il;
computslon arose he was the man to act upon them, ani the middle
rce,os offered both. We postulate the death of Thorkell tf," frli
soon after roz3, but the^ succession of t<nu1's broth.r-in&* lr.i
:1t":: 

t g:n, in Denmark led to fresh doubts and dangers. We ire
:iIl19T clear who jarl Ulf was-he has been furnished iith Danish,
5wedrs,h, Gauhsh, Jomsborg, and English antecedents_but on the
most cnantable count he showed less than full loyalry to king Knut.
There was the dubious transacrion *t." Uv.""ns of a stolen seal

3ld .",6rg..4 instrument he sought to *'"t" Xnut,s youns son
Hordakn"t kin g of Denm ark (Fa giilinna, *r;tt.o Uy 

"n 
I;;;e.; l;

Noty?y,shortly after .r2zo, imp"licates queen Emma in this); he
provrded no worthwhile opposition to the first hostile mou.s of
Sweden,and.N9rw1y, but ritreated toJutland; and there was Ulf,s
olsputect role rn the disputed battle at the Holy River in the
disputed year of rc25-6-7t Knut, it is clear, had muth ,o ,.. to, 

"ndwas aware that some ofit was happening behind his back. Not that
l:Y'entirelyidleinresPectbiNo'i'"y.ih.,.-.,,,besome
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lx' x1n$;fmi[es.of 
old. His bribes and promises had already
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I The 
.Anglo-Saxon Cbronicle (E). pgt, the battle in roz5, but this is roo

upsetting to the chronology s.ipiuba by scandinavia;r;;r-A ,.L,...0Lut..rne Known lacts of oral's rast years point to tozT (a{ate skilfullv deilbndedby Campbell,_Eaeomiam.Enmae, pp. sz ff.). s"i'ii*. illi.;;#"ii;,
Pr:?;lmage to Rome took place in roz7, we are forced to assign the battle ro

hen Olaf with sixty ships sailed to harry Zealand, and Onund
T ::l 

"b'fg::-o:e 
T'i. I t" r,"rry- sr.ai,"liin 

", 'no,,.d 
n orth

:,11yT: 1 
n-.:_r-t': i En gtan d to Lim fi ord i n J u tland, * h;;;;;srson wtrn a neet lrom England to Li

joined by a second fleeirecruired
ing gave heart to all Denmark- er.l

mford inJutland, where he
at home. The news of his

gi-"-,.-$1.1, ro all.Denmark, 
Sld,when he stood out into rhewith. his combined force olafjudg;Jl;;;; to leavet-*:9.,r,.nd Norwegians then ha.iied ,fri .""r,, of Skine:r, a feeble qesrure ii kings uoh; h; ;i;oii.'r" conquer

*:11|_.::,1f,ere 
their oppoituniti., Ju;il;, the oanish

drew near. They retreated ti a defensl;.6il;; in the mouth
:[.lf:: I:lga-d, on rhe east 

";n;i;;;;":;;oi3ran., and here

:'l$::: jii: .""r{ v.i!:ll ;;;J;J;;;;;;'v,"
:"-rf-irir,:Trates.Jarl Ulf is reported as playing aqive rolg on both sides. o.riilr-"f';ilH;;;;""L""31t;

rilly unreliable. But something;;y t. ffi;:&om its immedi_
_-_r E..rv'qvrw. lqL Duurclrung may De deduced trom its immedi_

;?#:T.i:.: 9:l*j:fea on h'oy.e wj1r, ,,*r.r"r. 
" 
*,g;" 

",.d 
to fim, and almost ar once hi, ;li;; ,h"r;h ;il;:ip, with Olaf broke down. Knut retired to Denmark andhi,s-score with jarl UIf: he t.J frirn ."ia;;J;" Roskilde.lTjornpo.unded the scandal vith generous endorvments- olaf's pbsition was rnore diffi.;lr:-+;J]* *nin or

y.*r:trfyng his nostrils; he had.to g"t ba.l ho*., bui,bering the fate olOlaftryggvason, dare"not rirl 
"n 

arnbush

31i'i:3:.1*:'":i: i: *i'?,r- ; ; il; ;;';ffi n hi s s h ip sthe overland roure to s"rp'rU"rg. ih.;;.i,",l', ,#ip:L,j;j,nt :i,* -gl if ,.? 1 
" 

^ 
o ; l i ,'til '*. g ;; in.,.,,r,, g r ywhile Knutincreased n, .t.r.., 

"r, ilili;, #;1#1,by enhancing.his p^restige.throughout in. 
""rrf, by theand temporal benefits of his oilsii,r,roe rn Ro_. r,r^.-I, oucr remporal benefits of his.pilgiirnage to Rome. Mean_

ffi:i:: i::lt.l: tlt, n",,er wins i h.rnino. 
" 

,l..ping ;nY' his agents were subornid.ry;"#;f:ii !#iinever', says the Hripanil
ble thor L^ ---^.-rr poet, 'lound a man so generous and

:i"l l. *outd. noi ;;[;'p.*."r, ffi;;J;T.. *iri
3lr, h,.,l"lld be displeasia *i,(;;;;;;#;e could

;],T'".r,"iaii,.i,i,"ailffd;J#,TdJl:t;iffi",:jt
Itj,?:r.y craved e.!eem.. rnut airflnsJ-Uori n ror. ,t.
,Tl k ;",,;;J ;",#ilj,,#?"ffTi;ffj5,::;rarskelfir, and Erling skjalg;s#. w#ii;; arrived off
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Norway with a powerful fleet in roz8 he was unopposed. Olaf tied
to rally men to his drooping banner, to no avail.l His one small

victory ended in the murder of Erling Skjalgsson, to whom he had
promised quarter, and lost him more than he gained. Kalf Arnason
deserted him, and with a few trusted companions he crossed the

mountains to Gudbrandsdal and passed by way of Sweden to find
sanctuary with his kinsman Yaroslav in Russia. But the all-con-
quering Knut made a triumphal progress up the Norwegian coast.

Wherever he put ashore he vas hailed, or maybe tolerated, as a

deliverer, and when he reached Nidaros was accepted as Norway's
lord and king. Yet again a king who had lost command of the sea

had lost his kingdom as a consequence, and Knut, who held that
command, inherited. He proclaimed his son Hordaknut king of
Denmark, and having set Hakon Eiriksson of the Hladir line of
jarls to govern Norway on his behall, sailed by way of Sarpsborg,

where he was acclaimed king over Vik, to Denmark and so to
England. There had been many inflated claims to glory on behalf
of earlier Scandinavian kings, but with the description of Knut as

Rex totiut zlnglin et Denntmarcbiae et Norregiae et ?lrth Suaporum

there can be little quarrel.2 Even ifwe accept that Suaporum should
read Slaporum, the ruler ofskine, and maybe ofBlekinge, suffers no

very crippling diminution.
rhe {bllowlng summer the situation in Norway changed. Jarl

Hakon drowned in the Pentland Firth; he was the last effective
representative of a family comparable in dignity and esteem to the

Ynglings, and there was no Norwegian with a pre-emptive claim to

succeed him. Knut seems to have made promises to both Kalt

i A number of scholars have held that Snorri was misled by his knowledge
of thirteenth-century Norway when he portraycd its eleventh-century
chieftains in rebellion against'king Olat Ii is arguable that he had more

support in parts of thc dountry, in Uppland and ihe Vik for example, than

Snbiri allows for, and that his oppon.nis wcre not so much politicaily allied

against their sovereign as disaffected for more personal reasons, including toss

oF land or status, chinge of religion, family giievances, and private quarrels
with the kine.
;i;;;;;d"i" his letter of rozT to the English people, a translation of

rvhich will be found in D. Whitelock, Inglisb Historical Dlctntentr, rg55'PP-

416-18. A number ofcoins bear the inscr:iption Cnat rex sp, and that sv cao

rcfer onlv to Sweden is proved by the attribution on the coin's revers€;
Tborntod'on Sibtr 'Thormod in Sigluna', Thormod was a moneyer of the

Sr cJish king Onund-Jacoh. The iiscription may be taken at it. faie vrlue orr

nr()rc convincingly, es evidcnce ofa Knytling aspiration.
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;;son and Einar Thambarskelfir; he continued to handle them

fully if trickily, but announced that Norway would be ruled by
son Svein. With his English mother ,lElfgifu' who would be

to Norse historians ai alfifa (Alfif"), Svein set offfor Nor-
from Denmark, and mother and son arrived in the

the south at much the same time as an overlooked but
contender, the recently expelled king Olaf Haraldsson,
into Trondheim province from the east. As in the year rooo

were on the board for a further famed encounter ofthe
iAge.
assume that it was news of Hakon's death which quickened
resolve to win back Norway, but he would have made the

sooner or later. Early in ro3o he began his preparations,
the frozen Russian rivers to the coast, and when the sea-

roke uD sailed with 24o men to Gotland. Here he had confirma-
of Hakon's death, and with rising hope went on to Sweden,

Onund was not slack in well-doing, but with an eye to Knut,
alous neither. He supplied his former ally with 48o men
to recruit what others he could. With these he headed

the forestlands of Dalarna, where he was met by his half-
Harald (Hardradi) and other of his kinsmen with their

But if his friends in Norway .were aware of his move-
so, too, were his foes. While Olaf pressed on through the
and mountains of the interior. the war-arrorv was borne
northern and western Norway. HarekofThiottaand Thorir

came down from the north with their men; the lords of
Rogaland, and Hordaland fared from the south, and the sons

Skjalgsson moved a covering force east from the Jaeder.
heim at the centre of preparations stood Kalf Arnason.

! great chieftains who had accepted bribes and office at Knut's

ladeverything to lose ifOlafreturned to power; but strikingly
the- faimerJgreat and small were equ"lly opposed to him.
ry that eventuallv deGated him at Stiklarstadirwas reckoned

ever assembled in Norway, ofone hundred hundreds, or
I men. As a figure it looks suspiciously large and round. Olaf
muster not more than 316oo, made up of Norwegians fi'om

so.uth-eastern part of Norway, Swedes, and an assortment
riflraff many of them heathens. He also had three

poets in train, including Thormod Coalbrow's-skald, who
die of his battle-wound"rt Stiklarstadir, but his faithful
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Sighvat was on pilgrimage to Rome. These poets Olaf is sard to
have brought within his shield-wall, bidding them mark the event
well and immortalize it later.

From their verses and such other traditions and legends as were

associated with the battle Snorri composed one of his consummate
narrative pieces. For once his natural pragmatism is tempered by
sympathy with Olaf To a cold eye it might appear that OIaf set

death or victory on a desperate throw, and it is interesting to find
that tradition, in general so favourable to him, shows him returning
to his kingdom wi=th everything he had formerly reprobated, a parti
alien and part-heathen army of mercenaries. Against him, we read,

were none but Norwegians. But in all likelihood the battle reflected

rhe permanent realities ofScandinavian politics: pressure and inter-
ference from Denmark and Sweden, and the Norwegians divided in
factions. The traditional date of the battle is zgJuly ro3o, but there

was an eclipse of the sun visible at Stiklarstadir on 3r August, and

the fwo dates were not unnaturally confounded. Details of the

battle are lacking,l but when the day ended Olaf was dead, and

once more Norway had broken from a Norwegian's hand to the

hand ofa foreigner.
Medieval historical works are eloquent that Norway at once had

cause to regret it. But the partiality of their witness is patent.

Understandlbly for skalds like Sighvai the hillsides which had smiled

1 Snorri's account is deliberately heroic and highly fictitious. The day'

he informs us, began in epic style. Olaf woke early and cailed on Thormod to

recite a poem to 6use thi host. This was the old'Biarkandl, which told of the

doomed'stand of Hrolf Kraki and his champions at Lejre. Their courage

whettcd, Olaf's nten advanced to the place ofslaughter. Olaiwondered whether

hir-l',"l1i!totlt.r Harrld was not to6 young "nf w."k lor what lay ahead:

Harald replied thet ifnothing else would serve, his hand should be tethereo

to his srvord-hilt. The "r.i"., *"r" harangued by their leaders, and the

leaders harangued each other. Then to 
" 

.[out oi'Fror, fran, biandnem!'
('On, on, farmer-men !') in the one army and 'Fram, fram, Kristsmenn, krorntn'

ionuttgtnnnn!' ('On, on, Christ's men, cross-men, king's men!') in the other'

the u-nequal stiuggle began. The weather was bright and the sun shone lrom

" 
.1."r sky, but 

"i'irlo*i*ere 
struck and the dead-men Gil, sky and sun gre'il

red, and 6efore the battle ended it was dark as night. The kiig fought wtrt

exceeding valour and no thought of flight. Two of his poets, his standrru.'

bearer, aid his marshall fell ncir him. Inlurn the king wai brought to b3y Dy

broad-axe and spear and died ofthree fearful strokes' Some say KalfArnasu"
dealt him his hst wound, some say a different KalL The kingts sanctity wat

revealed forthwith by the miracles wrought by his blood.
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's reign grewdark and louring, but it is hard to believe that
and Svein would promptly set out to punish their friends

crop the chieftains' power, and impose burdens on
householder. Almost everything the synoptic historians
r this head sounds a note ofnational and hagiographical

nda. H1d Norwegians, they seem to ask, destroyed i king
own btood to burden themselves with a bad Dane and i

Englishwoman? Their mulctings are recounted, their acts of
sion noted in detail, taxes, legal disabilities, enforced services,iion noted in detail, taxes, legal disabilities, enforced services,
rre is.no good reason for believing in any of it. They are the
counteriart of the carefully foste"red legend of the dead Olaf.
lked, or it was said that men talked, of the maimed or blind
made whole by his blood; and when permission was granted
m9 lis body, foreseeably it was found to be uncoriupted.

y bishop Grimkell declared him a true saint, and had him
to that St. Clement's Church in Nidaros which Olaf had

a Christian country) and thit the days offoreign kings and
ts \vere over.

f"enty years before. The miracles increased in scope and
, legends grew, stories spread, and it was right and proper

nd Norwegians to believe in them. They strlngthened ihe
:h and they enhanced the native monarchy. The cult of St.
so swiltly born, so straitly based, spread to many countries
roved longJasting. King Olaf died against a rock at Stiklar-
; St. Olaf conrinu;d his;ork long be"yond the Viking Age as
ws rex ltlorvegiae, 'Norway's eternal kingt. Some of the changes
ng Norway would become apparenr only during the couise
cenllry: but trvo rvere quickly made plain: that Norway had

n Olaf set our on his death-iournev in the heart of winter
frozen Russia he left behini him'at yaroslav's court his

son Magnus, borne to him byhisfrilla Nfhild, and named, we
d' 

.atter Charlemagne (Karla-Magnus) on the initiative of
't the Skald. He w-as now the _b# hope of the Norwegian
and.thought v/as given to his ieturn and restoration. Tf,ere ,

ave been inother Jandidate, a selFsryled son of Olaf Trygg-
]ho.g]ed to Norway from Englani in ro33. He soundi"a
e of folk-tale, and is described i'r 

"n 
imposilr and son of a

ln the battle which proved fatal to his hopes he hurled spears
Ith hands at once, c^rying, 'T'hus my father taught me to sayu he er.er lived he was thereupon killed. Norwegian
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emissaries left for Russia, met Yaroslav and Magnus Olafsson
there, and brought the boy back and had him made king. The
Danish ascendancy was in heavy regression, and in the autumn
Svein sought refuge with his brother Hordaknut in Denmark. A
month or two later, on rz November, king Knut died in England
an! was buried at Winchester. The death of this great king who had
briefly controlled the North Sea, Skagerrak and Kattegat, the Sound
and the southern Baltic, and been lord of so many peoples, was a

happy accident for Norway. The unpopular Svein likewise died,
Hordaknut could not risk leaving Denmark in face of the threat to
Danish interests in Norway, and this in turn led to the election of
his half-brother Harald Harefoot first as regent then as king of
England. The Anglo-Scandinavian empire, if it ever existed, had
fallen apart, and by their muddled lives and early deaths the sons of
Knut ensured that the Anglo-Danish monarchy would soon follow
its examplc. The Viking Age was ending, though harsh throes were
still to come. Meantime of the Scandinavian kingdoms Norway was

the chief beneficiary of change.

Viking Kingdoms
e Death of Harald Hardradi, 1,066

VIKING AGE DID NOT END SUDDENLY, AND IT MAY

of Yaroslav in ro54 was the end of Norseness ln the

rfort of Malcolm Canmore king ofscotland-but Orkney,
Man, the mainland and islands ofscotland were well usid

e.et Norregiae et ?arth Suawruml but all such change is more
defined after ro66, the climacteric year which saw-the death

Bridge ofHarald Hardradi ofNorway and the conquest
by William of Normandy. The rwenty years before

a1$ the $/enry after, show an obvious shrinking back upon
of the viking world, though much of the cvidenceias a cleirer

: for posterity than for men living at the time. Thus there
eavy setback to Norse aspirations in Ireland in ro5z, when

of Leinster seized the Dublin kingdom-but the Norse-
had suffered setbacks before and been returned to power.

nutations of local power. Jomsborg-Wollin was destroyed in
ly ro4os-but it had burned before, and who could say itry ro4os-but it had burned before, and who could say it
not rise again out of its ashes? Hede\ was destroyed by
and fire r. ioJo, but there r.vould soon bc a new mart north of
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p;;;i;; in th.. oo.""nd an occasionaiiamine,fn :h::l\fllll-if
i"i-iir. i".ii-info.-.d prince of the Norw-egians', Harald Hardradi,

r .' f-,- -^:- ---^^ ^*:ll ^l;,,^ L--
,f,or"n ,f,rithe old spiiit of exploration foi gain.was still alive by

.G1eat lords came,and wcnt; some wer.e good, others were
rou took up arms for or against them only ifyou had to. The
:gian farmers who deGated and killed king Oiaf were conrent
h'irn s-anctified. The English, including thJDanes ofEngland,
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followed Knut followed.Edward. The Danes of Denmark

to Frisia, France, and the British Isles. Hucksters

the Sliefiord. For every tou/n that was falling away a lelv town was

6.i* U,iit, up. The Vinland venture had been concluded, unsuccess-

iu-tt"l thitw v.ars since, but trade there had never amounted to

;;lh;;Jitid+aking io nothing at all'.Resides, Greenland and

i.J""J .'v.t. doin g #eil, apart. fiom an .infrequ;ncy,of 
drin|<i,n g,

attemptinq the Frozin Sea? Not too successfully-'After, he had

e*plot.d ti. .*ptnt. of the Northern Ocean in his-ship.s' there lay

L"i;t. ,ft.it.y.', ". 
length the darksome bounds of a failing world'

and bv retracinq his stelps he barely escaped in safT the vast pit of

ili. rdvtt." suiit made for talk of the right.kind'- - 
l" ,i,"r, of this there was nothing to convince the ordinary man

of ih. mid-.l"venth century that it ivas well an old age was out end

time to begin a new. As in the legendary.slxth century and tne

Uf.;no ft"u8ry he continued to go a5'out hii business, and it was the

;;"il;i;". rtt. land was Iirmed with love and.diligence' The

lonq flat Danish landscape, the high Norwegian valleys' the clear-

inul of the Swedish forests yielded corn or tragrant grass;,sneeP

et"Md the pastures of a thousand islands between the Alands ano

?fr. *"ti Gieenland archipelago, and on the- mainlands rvent up to

the seter and the hei6i in spring and flattened there trll the hrst coru

nights of autumn. Northwardiin Nonvay and Sweden the Norse-

ffiil i;;;;il;i;.;;;;;.J fo' g'a'ing with tlie bright-clad

;;"d" and their migratory herds; i"n Iceland the bondi 
Yid:,1:1

his homefieldr so that a greener grass encroached on tne rrvru

wilderness. There and in bre.nlani even more than at home he

"r"ti 
t.i*, beasts to be brought through the winter and slaughter

the rest in September. They were small animals bJ tofay's, s-Tjf;

ards. the sheep springy, the cattle multi-coloured and unshapety'

yiel&ng lets m"ai and'milk, but easier to transPort:1-":.y1?:t";i

colonizition. In general horses were txt1npt trom. thrs,?"t"t]'ii:;

slaughter; they w"ere clever at finding food and survived sll tat't rt'u

,"u"'n.r, weather.z Between 75o "nittoo 
life on the land changeo

;;;;;;ri";it-[*1., p."r"ni and franklin stayed deeply conserv'

r Adam of Bremen, IV, xxxix. . , -^r^ad
2 On. c"n still see'these sturdy litde iltigangtbesta.r, or out-grazers, t""':::';;
todav. their wise and melancholy eyes surv€ylng the ProsPect oI DPrr''v

tttroish a veritable shako offorehead-hair and mane'

I in turn their own Hordaknut, Magnus the Norwegian, and
Estridsson, and would not have iibbed at Harald Hardradi.
there was a new religion to be observed, and soon wise men
be writing down the law, all very important, no doubt,
ly for kings and jarls and bishops and iealots, but for the

part not bearing qoo ,hard on rhe farmer scyrhing hay in
randsdal or Borgar$ord, the fisherman dropping hiinets off
rfotens or Jutland, and the cold-fingered fui-huiter spearing:ens or Jutland, and the cold-fingered fur-hunter spearing

ring in wilderncsses from the GulfofBothnia to the vergei
Bay. Merchants whose interest was in profit continued to

: trade-routes ofBaltic, Sound, and Kattegat, lay-to by night
leads of western Norway, or turned thei; hde; ships solth

packhorse penetrated fjords and crossed mountain passes.
i and craltsmen were traffickers to dwellings greit and
with pots, lamps, and brooches for the wom"enfilk, tools,

?t, Lnd drinking-vessels for the men. More of liG's ameniries
ributed oveia wider territory.
:ly in the towns .there was no great outward change.
-! , !. r Inight die slowly and Hedeby be swlftly extinguished, b"ut

narrow roadrvays of Sigtuna, Nidaros, and Slesvig, amid the
f'carts and animals, gadding women and gossipiig men, or
t-the rvaterfiont watching the transGr ofwares from ship to

hearing the tap of the shipwright's hammer, a nordic Rip
le trom a century or two earlier would not feel significantly
ce. Certain outlandish additions to masculine costume,
those long, full baggy trousers copied from Serkland, and
women flaunting a linen Detticoat instead of the oood oldry women flaunting a linen peticoat instead of the good old

rs--but they still 6uilt the hous., the same way, the ships
the same, ai did the carts and sleds and the beasis that drew
there were the same-shaped saddles laid ovlr the same-
horses, and much the same bridles and stirrups. And the
s,in look and hoist, very much the same. And iiyou looked

;h the-opened doorways rhe same loom and whell, spit and
pot, dish and spoon, the same unsilenced women contra-
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dicting their menfolk, tire santc childrcn. Dogs, too-a cur \px5

always a cur, all teeth and tail. Ifyou were a religious man you would,
ofcourse, notice a degree ofchange, and probably regret it. Ifyou
were a Swede you would find it a novelry that a Norwegian now
lorded it over the Danes. And if you were a wise Swede you would
doubt that it could last.

Nor would it, and the Norwegian-Danish treaty of ro64 which
recognized that each country was independent ofthe other is not
the least pointer to the end of the Age. From its beginnings till the
proclamation of Magnus Olafsson as king in ro35 Norway had been

subiected to Danish influence, and the succession ofevents which
,naie Magnus l:ing o[ Denmark after Hordaknut's death in ro4z
was rvithout parallel in earlier Scandinavian history. But it led to a

ne',v imbalance, and it was not until the restoration of a Danish king
to Denmark in rc47 and Norway's recognition of him in 1064 that
the scales hung steady between the neighbours. The cancellation of
the Norwecian clairn to the throne of England in ro66 and Svein's

virtual abaidonment of the Danish in iolo were likervise events of
terminatory significance.

Before the death of Harald Hardradi in ro66 there had been

further dev,'lopments in the slowly changing social order of the

Scandinavian homelands. They can be followed most clearly in

Norway: where they affected all four classes, the king, the aristoc-

racy, that ubiquitous body which included 'all husbandmen' those

toowho worked in the forests, and salt-men, and all takers of prey

by sea and land', and, finally, the thralls. In the century after the

death of Harald Fairhair no Norwegian king died peaceiully in his

bed and was succeeded by his son. Eirik Blood-axe was driven out

and killed in England; Hakon the Good was killed by Eirik's sons

at Fitjar; Harald Greycloaku/as enticed to Denmarkwith Norwegnn
help and killed in the Lirntjord; jarl Hakon was deserted by..his

subjects and killed in the Trondeiag; Olaf Tryggvason was killed

at Svold by a confederacy including jarl Eirik Hakonarson; .1arr

Svein was driven out and died in Sweden; Olaf Haraldsson was

driven out and on his return killed at Stiklarstadir. Most were

rulers who had themselves seized the throne by violence, usually

by sea-borne invasion. But in ro35 Magnus became king by tlre

invitation ofhis subjects, and later made a peaceable arrangemenr

with his uncle Haraid Hardradi when he, tob, sought dominion tn

Norway. Harald's death in England ov-ed nothing to his subjccts'
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sons, grandson, and great-grandsons succcedccl irinr iu due
Not less remarkable, his immediate dcscendants solved the

of a double, even a triple kingship, without resort to
natlon or clvtl war.

y tire monarchy was on a new footing. In the main this was

e it had eithcr broken or containcd the power of the regional
ins and changed the nature of the aristocracy. The viking

in rvith a hird and a flect, thriving on civil war at home
ilundering expeditions abroacl, was departing the scene. The
chieftains were landed men, concerned vith stability and

rful development. A bondi aristocracy rvorked rnore closely
the l:ing, and proved better ftrr the country's prosperity, than
ing aristocracy with recurring rnilitary anrbitions. The ruth-
ign of Harald Hardradi was good for Norway; his long wars

Denmark were the ugly backside of his detcrmination to be
in his own house. The king-breakers and king-rnakers whom
inherited along with the kingdom, like Einar Thambar-
and the Arnorssons, he destroyed without scruple as

ity arose. Only one private army would be tolerated: the
this eyeryone would tolerate, the nerv-sryle chieftains,

Ianded men and overseers, who attended to regional needs
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ben royal visitations; the bishops whose interests were bound
ith the king's, and who brought to his support not only their

al authority in Norway but the strength derived from their
membership of an institution which had taken Christendom

free men likewise who looked to the king to implement law

. parish, besides the organizing and administrative abiliry
ctive ofthe Church and so necessary to an emergent kingdom;

tice. The onlv time the bondis need fear the hird was when
lshort in their duty to the king. During Harald's long reign

rened particularly in respect of Uppland, which he was
ed to bring into full obedience. An improved relationship
the Norwegian king and his franklins great and small knit

rm more firmly together, and was matched south of the
by the attachment ofthe Danes to Svein and his realm

r sbcial changes followed frorn the dying dorvn of viking.
vas enfeebled as an institution as the supply of slaves came

Emigration oyerseas fell off when there were no new
se ttle, no old ones from which to dispossess English, French,



or Irish houscholders. Younger solls lllust now make do at houte,

break the soil's surface wherever this was possible, seek higher or
more northerly grazing, or, comtnonllr settle for a smaller farm,
a straitened tellancy, and increasingly as time went on for hiring
out as labour. This had important consequences at horne, and

immediately apparent ones overseas, in that the most sensational

maniGstation of Scandinavian history and civilization as it is

recorded in other than Scandinavian sources, that is, the Viking
Movement, the excursus abroad, was grinding to a halt. Viking
incursions into the kingdom of the Franks (but not the Ger"fnans)

had ended early in the tenth century with the creation of the

duchy of Normandy, and after the death of Knut the ancient West

Saxon dynasty pre-emptively reinherited England. Earlier still, on

the principle that if one has a farm and a manor house one lives in
the manor, Knut had settled to be king of England rather than

Denmark, and sent his vikings back home. Apart lrorn the fact that
the viking aristocracy rvas in decline' with the arguable excePtion

of Harald Hardradi's exploits in Byzantium and the north there

were rernarkably few viking opportunities left. And hardly any

vikings. Instead there were Danes, Norwegians, Swedes, though
the extent to which they were aware of their seParateness from each

other is hard to say, and across the water the Norse of Dublin,
those of the sea-sundered region befrveen Orkney and Man, tl.re

Icelanders by now becotne a people apart from Norway and the

Western Islands, and the Greenlanders far out on the rim of the

world. Even if 'vikings' now existed and had their ancient longings,

where could they fulfil thern? Alas for private enterprise and the

rishts of free men! Monarchs had taken over the business of rvar.

H"arald Hardradi's expedition to England, Svein Estridsson's

baffied action there in ro69-7o, and ifthey can properly be counted,

the abortive plans of king Knut II (St. Knut), and the three west-

ward sorties of Mrgnut B"arelegs at the end oi the centurY, were all

royal and therefore at least quasi-national undertakings. There were

still great bloodJettings, from Clontarfin ror4, by Jay oflyrskov
Heath in ro43 (where most of the blood was Wendish) ) to Gate

Fulford and Stamford Bridge in ro66; service in the king's hird was
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still a hook drarving brave men to riches and regard; but the once-

esreemed nroGssion of arms with oiracv offered lewer openings andesteemed profession of arms with piracy offered
"ith 

piracy offered lewer openings and

As for home waters. the seizure olever-scantler opPortunltles.
cattle. food. andbooff., $rat

sei"j\re of

cattle, food, and'boory, wandbdgg, nemdn, and herfang, were under Coia, pp, 163-5.

The lziking Kiugdoru to to66

, The viking rvas become an anachronism at homc and abroad,
It is indeed curious to observe horv by 1cl66-7c,, after two and a

rlf centuries of ardent expansion overseas, the viking peoples,

ith the significant exception of their renote Atlantic colonies,
in large lneasure back inside their original boundaries. For
there were four goocl reasons: tlie constant struggle for

itory and dominance in and between the three homeland king-
$t their general inability to propagate elsewhere their political,
ial, and religious systems; the fact that they must encounter
ions and peoples, the Franks and English, the Empire, Byzan-
n, the Caliphates, and in the long run the Slavs, richer or
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ger, and altogether more absorbent and selflrenewing than
selves; and, most important of all, their lack of m:rnpower.

reasons are not alw:rys separable one frot.n the other, and are
ble of subdivision. But it is manifest that thc wars at home for

kind of Scandinavian imperium, or el'en the welding of a

m or extension of a patrimony, persistentiy handicapped
ambitions abroad. Olaf Tryggvason and Olaf Haraldsson,

in Forkbeard, Magnus Olafsson, and Harald Hardradi (to say

hing ofsvein Estridsson) were all kings rvhose plans for Scandin-
r delayed or terminated their operations in the west,r and the
could be lengthened with the names of leaders as famous as

Horik, Olaf:Amlaibh, and even Thorkell the Tall. The
peoples, even under Knut (rvho, it must be remembered,

is confirmrtory evidence from the buried hoards of Scandinavir.
relationship between disturbances and hoards is rvell cstablishcd fol
rl times both in Scandinavia and elsewhere and the best exolanation
large number of hoards 6'om ccrtain periods seems to be tirat those

unusually disordered. It has long been recognized that in Norrvay there
rany hoards from the disturbed reiqns ofOlafTryggvason (died rooo),hoards from the disturbed reigns ofOlafTryggvason (died rooo),

ed roro) and Harald Hardradi (roa6-66). vrhilc thcre are few fromdied ro3o) and Harald Hardradi (

there are mrny"hoards

ied ro3o) and Harald Hardradi (ro46-66), vrhilc thcre are few from
peaceful reign of Magnus the Good (ro3S-+z).55 Similarly in Den-
:e are msny hoards datable to the period roso-6J rvhcn there wasto the period ro5o-65 rvhcn there was

ve fiqhtinq between Harald and Svcin Estrithson.so The same is true
and:-the riign ofEdgar has yielded very lcw hoards and the five years

saw the Norman Conquest, ro65-7o, produced more hoards than the
ding five decades.' p. h. S"wyer,'fhi ag, oJ the Vikings, p. ro5, with
:nces to 65 A. W. Broggcr, 'Et mynt fund fra Foldoen i Ryfylke, fra xi

rdrede', in Aarboger for Nzrdkk oldlUndigbed og Historie, r9ro, pp. 239-
R.-Skovmand, De Danske Skattefundfra Vikingetifun oc den eldtte Midlel-

indtil omkring r-r5o, Copenhagi, ry{r, pp. t9"z-O; 5?'R. FI. N,t. Dollcy,
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increasingly identified himself with English interests) Irevcr settled

to a common purpose-and it was impossible that they should.

Under the second head it might be argued that Iceland and the

Danelaw shorv that viking polity and custom could be exported;
but Iceland was a country devoid of inhabitants' save for a Gw

papar, and therefore a special if not _unique case; while the_strong

hivour o[ Scandinavia in the Danelaw and its various influences

back home cannot hide the readiness with which before the time of
Brunanburgh it looked to England rather than to Denmark or
Norway. fhe Notsemen there had gratified their desire for land,

and wanted to farm it, not go on fighting for ever, and they came to
find their heathen Norse brothers less congenial than thcir Christian
English cousins. The religious view was everywhere important' In
En[land, Norrnandy, and Kiev, the rejection of Asir and Vanir
in favour ofChrist ate deep into the Norse sense ofseparateness, as

back in Scandinavia heathendom had helped sustain it. And almost

eyerywhere their numbers were too small, and their presence

subiect to erosion. At their western extremity it was this which led

them to abandon Wineland the Good, and-in course of time fail

where the Eskimo would succeed, in Greenland; and in the east, in

Russia, they were submerged completely. Even the improvements

that were iaking place in Scandinavian agriculture, and the new

soil being brought under cultivation, led to fewer men going over-

seas. When, as v-e must, we set aside the exaggerations ofChristian
chroniclers fronl Ireland to Byzantium, with their tale of hundreds

and thousands ofships, and tens ofthousands ofwarriors disting-
uished by superhuman strength and subhuman destructiveness, and

think initead on the realities of manpower and logistics, it is

imperatively borne in on us that as colonizers or conquerors thc

vitings w.ie too Gw for the many and varied causes they bore in

hand. ,q,nd this told more and more against thern as their initirl
advantages of suqprise and mobiliry were whittled away.

Paradoxically, in the light ofall this, in two areas overseas they
aDDear to havebeen too successful for their orvn good, in that thel'
eit'ablished colonies which became independent;f the homehnd,
went their separate ways, and rendered further immigration
impossible. The first of these was Iceland, whose ties of affection

wiih south-west Norway were not more heartfelt than their
devices for avoiding the pressures of Norwegian royal Poyel'
Remote and conservative, its habitable areas soon occupied, tt
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a country of its own, and by virtuc of thc ldrninistrative
nts of93o and 965 a republic answerable to none but its owr.r;ments of93o and 965 a republic answerable to none but its owr.r

The second was the duchy of Normandy, which so cur free of

Norman were blood-brothers, and that the enterorise and
shown by the one in mastering his sea-girt, stony province,
ring its arts and constitution) and mounting the voyages of
tion and colonization to Greenland and North America-were

Danish-Norwegian apron-strings that long before the Viking
: closed it was French in language, culture, and political institu-
rs, Christian in religion, and committed to a future in lvcstenl

, without regard for the medieval north it had deliberately
its back on. It does not do to forget that the Icelander and

counterpart of the organizing abiliry, statecrafr, and military
which made the duchy ofNonnandy so formidable a newcorller

comity of western Europe, and led in course of time to the
n conquests in England and Sicily-though the two srates'

ing destiny in the post-viking centuries affords one of the more
ing illustrations of geo-political determinism in the history of

connnent.

Danes, part Norwegians) had established a number of
nt tradi in the southern half of the island. Dublin.

in and around these that leaders great and snrall nrain-

chapters we have concluded the viking story in respect of
eastern progress to Kiev and thence south to Byzantium, the
Nard progress to Iceland, Greenland, and the fronting coast of

America, and the founding by Hrolf and his Danes of the
of Normandy. Bcfore \\-e return to Nonvay and Denrnark,

the reference this entails to England, the tangled course of
: affairs in Ireland dernands a brief mention. Here. and still
in the viking colonies and conquests in Scotland and the
; from Man to Orkney, the practice of oiking died hard. But
ofwhat happened in ihese laiter areas, thoulh fascinating in

' 
and amply if often creatively recorded in noithern saga, was

.y central to viking history. Ireland was different. The Norse-

the viking tradition of a military arisiocracy based on sea-
and comitatus, and sustained by ihe profits oftrade, tribute,

'var. The nature of this society was little changed by an
eintance with unpeaceful Christianity or intcnnr#irg. '*;th
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Gpak of Man. Opposing them, with their backs to the sea,

I jarl Sigurd the Stout of Orkney, Brodir of Man, Maelmordha
his Leinstermen, and the Dublin vikings under the command

brother of Sigtrygg Silk-beard. It was an alignment

the unpeaceful Irish; and the evidence of the gravcs, espccially in
respect ofweapons, still points to a liG tumultuous, decorative, and

lordly. The Irish triumph of gaz, which gave them Dublin, proved

shorilived. The Norsemen were back in 9r4, recovered Dublin,
captured Limerick, held the overlordship of Waterford, and

initiated another century of intermittent strift. For a rvhile the

affairs of the Norsemen in Ireland were bedevilled by their ambitions

in northern England, which brought them brief glory, but helped

the Irish kings contain their territorial ambitions. No doubt each

lurch of Norse policy seemed meaningful at the time to mcn like

Guthfrith and his son Olaf, to Sigtrygg Gale and Olaf Kvaran, and

the various lvars, Rognvalds, and Sigtryggs who span the century
between the return of the grandsons of Ivar of Limerick and the

battle of Clontarf. There uras the dream of a maritime confederacy

both sides ofthe Irisli Sea, there were the encircling Irish, and the

never-slackening demand for plunder and tribute to reward their
hirdmen. But the hyperbole over events and the emphasis on

romantic personalities in the documents vhich record their deeds,

bring them too closely into line with the murky-glittering heroes of
the Sagas ofOld Time to engage our lull belief. The stock, of Ragnar

continued to breed sowers ofgold and feeders ofravens, but no one

of them, whatever his valour and triumphs, gave his countrymen
in Ireland a prospect of dominance and perrnanency. Olaf Guth-
frith's son aiia ;n the north ofEngland in 94r, seerningly on the

very brink ofsuccess, but it is unsafe to conclude that had he lived

he would have held his own with the resolute Edmund' Olaf Kvaran

not only abandoned hope of securing Northumbria in 95r, but at

the end of his long reign in Ireland lost Dublin and died e straw-

death in Christian Iona. Thereafter the Norsemen found no one to

match Mael Seachlainn Mor in the centre and Brian Boru in the

south) and it was only the normal intractability of Irish politics

which prevented their'being bundled into the sei in the heydry oi

these two kings. But Ireland of the priests' the story-tellers, 11o
the high kings, remained even after C-llontarf in that stste ot drs'

unity rvhich made viking entry safe and survival e_afy. 
-

Clontarf is one of the incantatory names of viking history' e

forei gn counterpart of Hafrsfjord, Hjorun gava g, Svold, 
"and 

S ti kla r'

stadii. tike them it was too imporiant to be left to historians, so

passed into the legend-maker's hand. Soon it was not merely a

tattle forun .*...iing prize between armies, with the exceedin9

fits ofNorsc traders and carriers decorating the background, but
formal assembly ofheroes pursuant ofdoom. Berween Liffey and
ka, within a mile or two ofDublin Bay, there gathered on 6ehalf
bland in April ror4 the high king Brian with his son Murchad
grandsonTordelb_ach, Mael Seachlainn and thesouthern O'Neill,

set brother against brother, father-in-law against son-inlarv,
rn against Irishman, viking against viking, and the skalds

did it justice, weaving many remarkable personalities,
, and incidents into their tragic tapestries. There was
ith (Kormlod), mother of Sigtrygg Siik-beard, sister of

.nn, deserting wife ofBrian, impossibly promised as a prize of
to both Sigurd of Orkney and Brodir of Man, rvith the

kingdom for dowry. At a far extreme there was Thorstein

widow of Olaf Kvaran, divorced consort of Mael

, son of Hall of Sida, who knelt and tied his shoelace.
, as men fled after the fall ofjarl Sigurd. The pursuing Irish-
rked him why he was not running away like tht rest of them.;Kee ntm wny ne was not runnlng away hke the rest ol them.

1e 
I. ca1'1 get home tonight,' said Thorstein, 'for my home is

Iceland.' He was spared, that his answer rnight be inown-
L Omens, wonders, and miracles multiplied, to foretell
the fall of princes. On the Irish side Brian .rvas cut down

prayed for victory in tTomar's Wood', his son Murcl.rad rvas
l even as victory came in sight, and his grandson Tordelbach,
mg-victims by the river-mouth as a seal hunts salmon, was

ed near the Weir of Clontarf Along rvith their leaders died
Irishmen. Of Vikings and Leinsteimen rhe slaughter v,as

,,for when they fled It was to the hardly attainablJreftrge of
ships or the viking stronghold oyer th; riffey. Sigurd ?ied
ly, Brodir gruesomely (if we may trust to l,Ii,itisagit5T), and
tnem Trooo men. Thereafter it was clear that Irelarjd rvould ,

fall under a Norse yoke, but it also happened that- the Norse-
vcre neither now nor later expelled from Ireland. They re-

impottant to the country's trad. and the development Lfits
had kings here and prin..r there, surviv.d th. military
; of.roS:, and were still royally led at the coming of th!
in the rr6os and,?os.
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We said, at the end ofour preceding chapter, that the chief benefici-
ary ofthe changes consequent upon the death ofKnut and his sons

was Norway. A more cynical opinion might limit the benefits to her
king, Magnus, and his eventual partner and successor, Harald
Hardradi (Hardridi, Hard Counsel, Hard Ruler, Harald the Ruth-
less). At his death in ro35 Knut left three sons, tv'o by his mistress
,€lgifu, that Svein whom we have seen expelled frorn Norway upon
the return of Magnus Olafsson, and Harald nicknamed Harefoot,
and the third, Hordaknut, the issue of his marriage to Emma, rvidow
of the ill-starred Ethelred. It was Knut's intention that both England
and Denmark should be ruled by his one legitimate heir, Hordaknur,
but even if all parties, factions, kingdoms, mothers, and half:
brothers had been in full agreernent, this was impracticable.
Hordaknut already bore the title king of Denmark and rvas resident
there. It was to him that the discredited Svein, ,€lgifu's son, fled
for refuge in the autumn of ro35, and it was at Hordaknut's court
that he died a Gw months later. This still left Harald Harefoot, then
resident in England. In the normal course of events Hordaknut
would have come straightway to England to be hailed as her king;
but this he could not do. The resurgence of Norwegian interests in
Norway, accompanied by hostiliry to Denmark and the sudden
prestige of Magnus, kept him so to speak on the frontier. To leave

Denmark was to invite invasion. Still, something had to be done,

and ol.er in England an English habit prevailed. there was a com-

promise of interests: the election of a king v/as postponed, Harald
Harefoot was made regent, and Hordaknut's mother Emma
remained in charge of Knut's treasure-chest and some of his house-

carles in Winchester. But the arrangement was not intended to last'

or even to work. .lElgifu's maternal ambitions, thwarted in tl-re case

of the dead Svein, ivere intensified on behalf of Harald; Knut's
treasure was seized, a 'king's party' rapidly and efficiently estab-

lished, Emma's chief supporter, earl Godwine, suborned or other-
wise brought over, and Emma's son by Ethelred, Alfred -the
Atheling, betrayed and so horribly ill-treated that he died ot rus

blinding. In ro37 Harald was recognized as king of Enghnd,_ano
Emma driven from the country to seek refuge with Count Brldrvtn
in Flanders.

And still Hordaknut could r.rclt urove. It was not until ro38 thlr
hc and Magnus reached the agreement which permitted hint to

gxther an irivasion force to ,..Jrr., his rights in 
^England. First lte

for he was still in Bruges when his halFbrother died of an
on 17 March ro4o. Three months later he reached Sandwich

a fleet ofsixty-two ships, and 'rvas at once received by both
and Danes, though afterwards his councillors made a stiff

Harald's body disinterred from its tomb at Winchestei and
into the Thames, made peace with earl Godwineforhis share

wirh ten ships to con-sult wirh his mother in Bruges. possibly

d intelligence that all was not .rell with Harald Harefoott

,tEtheling's death in return for a resplendent warship equipped

ifrry men, harried all Worcestershire to avenge the killing of

Tbe l'iking Kingtloru to to66 3gg

rf his tax-collectors, basely betrayed earl Eadwulf of Noith-
ia, and in the opinion ofthe C version of the Cbronicle'never

rense for_ it_ when they ordained that [Hordaknut's] sixty-
ips should be paid at the rate of eight marks a rowlock'. in

fhis fleet-tax produced the monstrous sum of3zrooo pounds of
'br Hordaknut and a commensurate grievance for hiJ subjects.

'thing worthy ofa king so long as he reigned'. This was for a
of two years, and in its entry for rc42 the same authority
how'this year Hordaknut died as he stood at his drink, and

Gll to the ground with a horrible convulsion; and those
near thereto took hold ofhim, but he never spoke again,

tssed away on 8 June'. The thrones of Denmark and England
without an incumbent, and the Geble progeny of Knui was

[. Svein had failed in Norway, Harald and Hordaknut in
The Norrvegians already had a king of their own ancient

NORSE SHIP
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line, and so now would the English, when immediately and by
acclamation they chose Hordaknut's halFbrother Edward, son of
Emma and Ethelred, and finished with Danish kings (though not
with Anglo-Danes) for ever. The problem ofsuccession in Denmark
was more complicated, and to understand it we must look back to
the train of events in Denmark and Norway after the accession of
Hordaknut and Magnus Olafsson.

At the time of his return from Russia to Norway in ro34 Magnus
was rr yeers old. Hordaknut, when he became full king ofDenmark,
was r7. Both must have relied on their mentors, and we are unclear
as to the advice these gave them and the course of action that
ensued. A weight of testimony, Danish, Norwegian, and Icelandic
(the Cltronicle of Roskilde, Saxo, Theodoric, Agrip, Morkinskinna, and
Fagrskinna, as well as Heimskringla), speaks of a'treaty' between the
two kingdoms; but Adam of Bremen speaks of war. The treaty, we
are told, was negotiated on an island at the mouth of the G6'ta-elv
or Gcita-river, a water-boundary between the kingdoms, at rvhich
Magnus and Hordaknut took each other for foster-brother and
pledged everlasting peace. If either died v-ithout a male heir, the
survivor should take his lands and subjects. The rwelve highest-
born men ofeach country swore confirmatory oaths that this peace

should be enforced so long as any one of them stayed alive. The
death of Hordaknut when king of both Denmark and England
would give any such arrangement momentous consequences. I[, on

the other hand, we trust to Adam, who has N{agnus invade Den-
mark during the absence ofHordaknut in England (in this particular
Adam is astra]): deftat Svein Estridsson, to rvhom Hordaknut had

entrusted his fleet, and seize the Danish kingdom on Hordaknut's
death, this was a conquest whose consequences would prove
equally fraught with destiny.

But if Magnus was the man in possession, there were other
possible contenders. The first of these was another Harald, son

of a doughty father, Thorkell the Tall, but he was murdered within
the yeariyMagnus's brother-inlaw Ordul[ son of duke Bernhard
of Saxony. Thitleft another Svein, sometimes called Ulfsson after
his father jarl Ulf, whom Knut cut don'n in his pride and treacherf
in Roskilde church, and sometimes Estridsson after his mother'
Knut's sister. By blood he was Hordaknut's true heir, with a

realistic claim to the throne of Denmark and a theoretical one to

the throne ofEngland, where he spent his youth as a hostage for his

s good faith while regent of Denmark. He had lived a further
r ylars in Sweden in the service of king OnundJacob. He was

onable and wealthy young man, with a limp, considerable
gifts, a subtle sense of political manoeuvre) inexhaustible

iriation, and patience without end. But Magnus had four

anes are said to have paid him the same homage due to a king
had recently paid to Magnus. But any satisfaction Svein Glt
i be short-iived. Magnui moved viih his usual speed and
y, and Svein had little to set against the powerful fleet with

and on the whole unanswerable advantages: his prestige
a winner ofvictories, Svein rvas a loser; he had a saint for

Svein an unavenged traitor); there was his agreement with
t and the Danish aristocracy, or maybe his simple right
ion; his deep.purse; and his speed of action. And these

rested on or were reinforced bv his superior fleet. Before

could rally his supporters, Magnus crossed from Norway to
d and was proclaimed king at the Viborg Thing.I ancl was proclalmed Kmg at the vrborg I tung.
the circumstances Svein Estridsson judged it advisable to
to terms with Maenus. Once more a Dane met Magnus at the

and this time he promised allegiance. In return Magnus
ein as jarl and regent over Denmark, like his father Ulf
him. This was more than Svein could have hoped to achieve
r of arms, and he returned to Denmark well placed, as he
:, to exploit the indignation caused by the murder of
son of Thorkell the Tall. and so further his own advance-

; Soon afterwards he betook himself to Viborg Thing, where
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he sailed for Denmark. Prudently he departed for Sweden
court ofOnundJacob, and played a spectator's part in the
events which next took olace in Denmark.

n Svein was appointed regent of Denmark it was 'for the
ion ofthe land' against the increasing activiry ofthe peoples

ts of the south Baltic coast, more particularly the
Wends. In the event Magnus had to discharge the task
Either immediately before Svein's disaffection or soon

er he moved against Wollin, whose inhabitants, by now
tnantly Wendish, but no doubt still retaining a Danish
more sympathetic to Svein than to any Norwegian, had
off their allegiance. In ro43 he took the town by storm,

its fortificatio-ns, and ravaged the surrounding districts.
for what his word is worth, describes Magnust attack as



against the Wends inJomsborg, and the skaldic verses incorporated
in his narrative (they are by Arnor Jarlaskald) make no mention of
vikings, only of Wends and heathens. Adam of Bremen Qcbol. 56)
has Magnus besiegeJumne,'richest ciry of the Slavs'. At any rate)
the Jomsborg vikings, creatures of legend for the best pait of a

century, now disappear from our sight for ever.
Magnus now turned to deal with aWendish invasion of southern

Jutland. Continuing Slavonic pressure wesfwards through the north
German plain was the most serious menace to Danish securiry at
home since the northward-looking ambitions of Charlemagne, and
a sharp threat to Danish trade. The outlook was equally perturbing
to the Saxons, and Magnus and his brother-inJaw Ordulf joined
forcei to save their peoples from the common danger. Bui clear
though the situation was, and urgent the need, there were com-
plications. There were Norwegians who judged it politic to let the
Danes clear their own southern boundaries and weaken themselves
in the process. There were Danes who wished to see the Wends
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deleated but grudged the
wegian, while

e glory of a Christian triumph to a Nor-
ofSvein were less than happy to aggrandizeweglan, whrle supporters ol Sveln were less than happy to aggrandze

the popularity of his rival. But with his usual incisiveness Magnus
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ision, he doffed his mail-shirt and fought in a kirtle of red silk
winging the battle-axe Hel which had been St. OlaPs own. The

i of the Wends Gll in waves. those in the rear fled and
like cattle, the entire heath was strewn with their dead.

ofBremen yentures a total of r5rooo Wendish corpses, Snorri
it with the statement that in Christian times no such carnage

ever wrought in the north as that among the Wends on Lyrskov
. That the Wendish army ulas shattered in Jutland and the
ish threat to Denmark removed is not to be doubted. Both

ions are unaffected bv the inconsistencies. even the contradic-
to be found in the earlv sources.l

Magnus had still to deal with the threat to his authority in
rk posed by Svein Estridsson. He had also to make a gesture

respect of England, which by his treaty with Hordaknut he
rsidered should now belong to him, not to Edward the English-
n. The English took his claim, as they should, seriously, for he

ofthe naval strength oftwo great seafaring kingdoms, but
preoccupations at home, first with Svein and then with his

nal uncle Harald Hardradi, prevented his ever mounting an
ition.for England, where he knew he could look for a united
ition, save for the eccentricities of queen Emma and maybe

Stigand of Elmham.2 To Svein Estridsson's inquiries about

doubts extend far beyond the discardable hagiographical and
rndist details. Skaldic verses bv Thiodolf Arnorson and Arnor

rved in tllorkinsliwa but not used bv Snorri Sturluson in
rtkringla point to there being two big engagements, one on Lyrskov Hede
the other by the Skotborgard, Skotborg river, near Ribe, a good way
rer- north. Snorri evidently considers the Skotborgari to be a river

ing Lyrskov Hede (Hljrikdgsbeidi). Knjtlinga Saga zz would have Svein
son take oart in the brttle. on the Danish side. invokine to this end a

brought his fleet to Hedeby and disembarked his men in the rear of
the Wends, who were harrying farther north. This permitted him
to join with Ordulfand the Saxons. The question now was rvhether
to fight, and it seems to the modern obs"*"t, as it seemed to
Magnus and Ordulf in September ro43, that there was only one
answer. So the Norse-Saxon armv moved into Dosition on the flat
expanse of the Lyrskov Hede notth-*.rt of the^modern Schleswig,
and there, if it had not already done so, legend took over from
history. That night the Christians slept, as good Christians should,
in their armour under their shields. The king prayed and was rvake-
ful, but slept long enough to see his father St. Olaf in a dream and
learn that the morrow would be roueh on the heathen. And so it
proved. As dawn grew to day the norih..n.r, heard the ringing ofa
bcll on high, and ihose who had been in Nidaros thought itiou"nded
like the pealing of the great bell Glad which St. Olaf had presented
to the Church of St. Clement there. If the Wends heard it too,
the circumstance went unreoorted. It was Michaelmas Eve. All
Christian sources stress the superioriw in numbers of the Wendish
host, but in the light of St. Olaf's 

"rrur"n.. 
this could not dismay

the land's defendeis. It is told of Magnus that, fortified by faith and

usson taKe part ln tne Dxtfle, on tne Lranlsn sloe, lnvoKlng to tnls eno a
ably rnisquoted verse by the skald Thorleik the Fair. With comparable
tess Agri? makes Svein 6ght for the Wends. Morkiaki.nna, Fagrskinna,
Heimskringla prcserve the likely tradition that Svein, having reneged

nrs treaty with Magnus, could take no part in the struggle. Adam of
men makes no mention ofhis roval friend and oatron Svein. but ascribes
victory 'on the lreath near Hediby' to Magnui. For a concise summary,
u.larnt Adalbjarnarson, Heinskringla,III, pp. xi-xii and 42.
nere ts^little evidence that.Magnus seriously considered the conquest of

Also it is hard to credit Adam of Bremen's twicemade assertion that
ward ofEngland promised Svein Estridsson that he should be his heir (II,
],u\ and IU, xii). Srure Bolin suggests (Seandia,Y, zr4-zt) that Adam's4uq lu, xur. )ture tolln suggests lse0fiato, vr 2t4-2t) tnat Aoam s

may be interpreted to mean that Edward had made this promise not to
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help against Magnus, England returned an unhelpful answer. In
ro45 and again in the following year Eclward stationed a fleet off
Sandwich in readiness for a Norwegian attack; early in ro47 he and

his councillors refused Svein's request for fifty ships to serve with
him in northern waters. But for the moment we must stay with the
year Io4J.

Svein was not the only monarch-to-be who ate Onund's meat
that winter, for ro45 saw the re-entry into the northern arena ofthe
last of the part-historical, partJegendary viking heroes, Harald
Hardradi, the 'thunder-bolt of the north', as Adam of Bremen
described him. We saw him last at Stiklarstadir, young, untried in
war. most valiant. fishtins alonsside his halFbrother Olaf. That waswar, most valiant, fighting alongside his halFbrother Olaf. That was

fifteen years ago, when he was rj years old. The man who now
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, the Caucasus, I'alestine, Sicily, Bulgaria.l With every
nce made for the subsequent growth ofhis legend, he showed
lfduring these years fierce, resourceful, cunning, resilient and
ing, and when occasion called for it, double-dealing, vengeful,

cruel. In briefi, the epitome of the viking who lived by rapine
war, believed in fame, riches, and power, and employed fair

Saga Sigurdarsonar, 2-:'6, offers a highly coloured and far from
: account of Harald's exploits while in the service of Byzantium.

much exaggerates his importance in Byzantine aflairs, informs us that the
ress Zoe wished to marry him, confuses Asia Minor with Africa, credits
with various time-worn stratagems for the reduction ofcities, and offers

eccentric information about palace politics. We can accept that the
gians played an important part in the events of ro42 which led to the
ng and deposition of Michael Calaphates; btt Heinskringla's insistence

Harald personally gouged out the emperor's eyes is made suspect by its
n of Constantine Monomachus in the true victim's stead.

comparable Greek source, the anonymous 'Book of Advice to an
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"fifteen years ago,
returned to Sweden from the east was 3o, in the prime of his

strength, the flower of his fame and ambition. His valour and skill
at arms were legendary, as were his deeds and reputation as a captain
of armies. Brought offthe field after Stiklarstadir, and healed of his

wounds in a lonely farm-house, he thereafter crossed the Keel into
Sweden, and from there proceeded into the service of king Yaroslav
in Russia, taking part in the Polish campaign of ro3r. Three years

later, with a personal following of 5oo warriors, he sailed to Byzan-
tium and entered the imperial service. It would be imprudent to
insist on the details of the campaigns with which his saga credits-
him during the next ten years, but we can be sure he spent most ol

the time with harness on his back, and became a commander of the

Varangians. He was a proGssional who fought in any theatre of war

to which his employer sent him, including the Greek islands, Asia

councillors felt unease abo,rt l\iasnus. That thl arrival of Harald Hardradi's
son Magnus in the Irish Sea in ro58 with a view to ing England shouldson Ma8nus rn tne lrrsh Sea rn 1056 wrtn a vrew to conquenng lnglano srlours

be related to Edward's promise of the succession to Magnus the Good.some
twelve years earlier is'a possibility, but nothing more. His expedition^ts
noticed in Welsh and Irish sources-(see the refcrEnce in B' G. Charles, oltl

Norse tulations oitb Wales, Cardiff, 1934, p, 48, n. 4) and, very sparely, in the

Anglo-Saxon Cltroniele (see Earle and Plummer, Too Saxon Cltronicletrllrp.24u1,:

'Inihis vear came a nival force from Norway: it is tiresome to relate ho* i, '"
happ.nJd.'

Eror', c, roTo-8o (ed. Vasilievsky and Jernstedt, in Cecauneni Strategicln,
etersburg, 1896) has this to say of Harald: 'Araltes [HaraldJ was son to
king of Varangia, and had a brother Julavos [Olaf] who inherited his
:is kinsdom after his death and made his brother Araltes next alter him:is kingdom after his death and made his brother Araltes next after him
re kingdom. But while he was still young he decided to go on his travels
pfl'his respectsto the blessed emperor Michael,Paphlagon and acquaint
sellwith Byzantine administration, He had with him too a company of
valiant soldiers. Offhe went, and the emperor received him as waiseemly

, and dispatched him together with his company to Sicily, because
army had a war on its hands in that island, And he wint there

Araltes and his company went campaigning 
-with the emperoi and

ved mightily there against the enemy, as befitted a man ofhis lineage and
. The emperor returned home once he had subjugated Bulgaria. I too
: for the emperor as best I might. And as soon as'wi reachedl4esina (?)

Svein but to Magnus. It may be granted that Adam was much misinformed by
c"a;n ;n 'arinrrc rnnrpwto ^^.L'.ino hi-".If o..l Meonrrc Tn the mid-Svein in varioui contexts'concerning himself and Magnus. In the m

ro;os Fdwerd hed not the slishtest ieed to olacate Sve-in. but he and

'€mperor appointed him qatbarokandates ltroop-leader, a rank of honour]
rreward for his services. After the death of the emperor Michael and that

ro4os Edward had not the slightest ieed to placate Sve-in, but he and his

achieved mightily. And when Sicily had been conquered he returned
his troop to"the emperor, who appointe dhim nangliviler [belt-wearer, a

i ofhonour]. After this it befcll that Delianos began a revolt in Bulgaria,

'of his who succeeded him [Michael Calaphaies], Araltes sought to
permission in the time of Monomachus to return home to his own

ttry, but he was not given leave lor this, but instead difficulties were
in his way. Even so hi got away by stealth and became king over his
rth, :- -l^'^^ ^c r:^ r-^-Li, r.-l^--^- , '

Y in place ofhis brotherJulavos.'
is associates him with the Sicilian campaign of ro38-4r and the
ian campaign of ro4r, and shows a less ihan sensational'rise in the

For a general discussion, see Sigfris Bl<indal,'The Last Exploits of
Sigurdsson in Greek Service', in Clasica et Mediaeealia, l, z, tg3g,

I*26.
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means and foul to obtain them. If the Viking Age went out with
Harald Hardradi it ended with a foremost kemper, albeit a shade

new-srvle.
Meantime he had not returned home by way ofKiev, Novgorod,

and Aldeigjuborg through any sentimental longing for his native
land and tongue. He had heard how Magnus was ruler over two
kingdoms since the death of Hordaknut, and wanted his share of
Norway-to which he considered himself entitled as Olaf's hal[
brother and one who had shed blood for the cause while Magnus was

still a child in Russia. Since Svein wanted something from Magnus,
too, it was natural for them to lay their heads together in Sigtuna

and plan a demonstration against what they regarded as the mosr

lightly held part ofMagnus's dominion. This led to the ravaging of
7-ealand and Fyn, but an alliance berween Harald and Svein was

based on the merest expediency: the game of power politics in
which they were engaged with Magnus was three-cornered, not a

straight fight. Harald's aim was a kingdom or half-kingdom in

Norway; Svein wanted Denmark; Magnus wanted Norway and

Denmark, but could afford to settle for half of the one so long as he

held on to the whole of the other. Nothing could illustrate more

clearly the status ofa'kingdom' as the personal property ofits then

ruler, whether by inheritance, donation, or conguest. Nation it was

not. irlor, in speaking of the kingdo. of Norr"y should we forget

how remote in miles was the north, how remote in spirit the inland

provinces, and how little national sentiment obtained in either'
This was hardly less true of Sweden.

In circumstances which early sources do little to clarify, Harald

made contact with his not unwilling nephew, and Magnus agreeo

to a division of his Norwegian territories. 'The kings were now

merry'-but not for long. The situation was still three-corneteo
when Magnus died of accident or sickness, by land or water, n

Jirtland o{Zealand,in the autumn of ro47. Svein had fled to Skine'

but promptly returned. He was acclaimed king at Isore Thing ol
T,ealand and (for the second time) at Viborg Thing in Jutland, anct

king he remained over Denmark till his life's end in ro74. )
.[. long and pointless struggle now ensued between Harald ano

Svein, ch"aracteiiz.d on Harii"s side by viking raids and Prft:l:
expeditions, on Svein's by battles lost and resiiance r.newtd. The

Icelandic historians exerted their full powers of memory, rearrange'

ment, and invention to shed splendour, elren humoui on what tS
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y a sorry narrativc ofcoasts raided, farms buflred, husbands

and rvornenfolk carried ofl The skalds, too, did their best.

stag ofbillows, kelpland-courser, still borc ring-sarked oaks of
to the Thing of arrows, where they fed the wolf, gave meat
raven, shed wound-dew on the waters. But by now we have
it all before; the limitations of the style are becoming
J; and it is gifted amateurs like Harald himself with his

ined contrast between sailors anchored in the hostile Randers-
and husbands lullabied a-bed by their nightJinened rvives,l
r unnamed sailor who sang of burning Hedeby, that suddenly
our fancy, not Harald's versifying public-relations men.
were two mdn periods of Norrvegian aggression against
rrk, separated by a ten-year interval during which Haraldark, seParateo Dy a ten-year lnterval ctunng whlch Harald

resolutely stabilized his boundary with Sweden, drove hard
iastical and economic policies at home and abroad, and

rened his personal authoriry by ruthlessly, and often basely,
rid of various of his enemies and friends, includine the four

lrds of the Trondelag and Uppland: Einar Tharnbarskelfir,
he made 'kiss the thin lips of the axe', along with his son

idi; Kalf Arnarson, whom like a northern Uriah he saw
into the forefront of battle that he might die of an

back; Finn Arnarson, an unwitting tool in his brother's
ion, who fled to the Danes; and Hakon Ivarsson, great-

dson ofjarl Hakon of the Trondelag, who fled to the Swedes.
Carlier attacks on Denmark were concentrated in the three or
years following upon Harald's accession to the throne of all
vay in ro47, the later came to a climax after ro6o. The first
vas distinguished by the destruction of the town of Hedeby,
:on-d by the sea-fight ar the Nissa in Halland.
e destruction of Denrnark's main mart may appear a selfl

exercise for a man ambitious of the Danish throne. But

vcs. The congested 'ivooden houses inside their confining
't made a splendid blaze. An unknown rnan of Harald's army,

a turn for verse and arson. records how he had stood the
night ,i borgar armi,on the stronghold's ann, no doubt the

verse has also been attributed to Thjodolf Arnarsson, and may be of
provenance.
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ralnpart)s nordrern extrelnity, and watched the flanres climb high
over the houses. It was a gallant decd, he opined, and calculatedio
make Svein as well as Hedeby srnart.

The wasteful campaigns that thereafter sought to make two
unwilling kingdoms into one dragged on till ro64, vhen even
Harald must recognize that everyone was sick of them. The fight at
Nissa itself; which emptied seventy ships of the Danes, settlecl
nothing. Svein rvas back in Denmark the following winter with
undiminished revenues and the approbation of his people. During
the winter of io63-4 messengers passed between the turo rulers and
a peace meeting was arrangcd at the Gtita river in the spring. The
two kings arrived for negotiations which for a rvhile went as

uncordially as a modern peace treaty, and for much the same
reasons of pride, greed, revenge, and embittered memory. Then
wisdom prevailed. Harald should have Norrvay, Svein Denmark.
Thc ancient boundaries were left undisturbed; there would be no
compensation paid or exacted; the line was drawn as of that day,
and the peace should last their liGtirnes. Harald, winner of battles,
carried Lir b.nn.., the famed Land-Waster, back to Norway,
disciplined Raurnarike and Heidmark, and fiercely chastised the
tax-rvithholding Upplandcrs. Svein, loser of battles, returned to
Denmark and bound up the nation's u'ounds. Always defeated,
constantly in flight, invaiiably returning, he had outlasied Magnus
and would outlast Harald by eight good years.

And norv the Viking Age was rnoving to its close. Its last and

J7. A NORSE FLEET
'With sherp keel they ploughed the crest of the foaming deep
and sailed in a swift course betur'een skerries and capes till they
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umulatory figure had just t\vo nrorc years to live l-lefore he clied

wealth, and fame overseas. His first battle had been at
ir back in ro3o; next came the great arc of sacks and

splendid and unnecessary tleath at Starnford Bridge near the
of York, drawn there by the never-failing viking con.rpulsions
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s, sea-fights and land-battles, from Poland through Russia by
of Asia Minor and Bulgaria on to Sicily; then his bid for a

rter branch of the Nordmanni, the Normans ofNormandy. This
the last effective viking intervention in the affairs ofwestern

in Norway, wars throughout Uppland and along the
border, and seventeen years of hostilities against the

Now, his fiftieth year safely behind him, he would please
f and gratify his chroniclers by challenging fortune once
in a greedy, royal, and aesthetically satisfying way. He rvould
ake an expedition west-over-sea and meet his doorn in a

t reminiscent of the fabled encountcrs of old. He rvould fail
win England, but would ensure its conquest by another and

I the manner and extent of Harald's disaster, and its con-
for three nations, made it culminatorv.

It was on 5 January ro66 that Edward king of Englend died of
and sickness, and rvas succeeded one day later by Harold
uinson, his subregulus. Harald ofNorway was never the man to
t that he, too, had a claim to a land as rich as England. One of

first actions after he became sole kins of Noru,-ay had been to
envoys ofpeace there. (Svein, typically, asked yet rgein

'l,t tr "

the town and laid their prows up to the pier in rhe presence
great crowd (Bergen).'
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. But habit demanded that he secure hostages from through-
shire. and we assume that it \r/as to receive these that he

to be senr a fleet of fifry ships,.and yet again was deniecl them). But
no emphasis on Harald the vikingabro"ad should 

"br;";;;il;i:was a hard-headed king at home. the early years of his ,.ien *".)
no time for an.Enterprise of-England, ani'thereafte, t" S", ai
deepty engaged with Svein, though maybe the rvesrern expeditio,,
gf rosl conducted by his son Mignus ,hows that h.-,";ri;;;;;
his ambltrons warm. By the winter of ro65_6 he was at lons lr*?
free to plan a course of.action.in the rightif th. r;j*n.r"f"".r,
:g.ilg in from England, Flanders, and 

"Normandy. it" f.crf iiv'"i
nls ctatm) tts. strength or_ weakness compared wlth the cLinrs of
orners, $/ould not worry him. The thing that rnattered was could
it be enforced? Clearly lre thought it coild, and that Su.in,, .tiri
1s 

tlre n;phew of-Knut could not. We would give a good deal to
know what was said in Trondheirn that winter and the folrowins
spring about Harold Godw.inson the Englishmr" ."a willr. il,?
P:r,i.i ofNornrandy and their clairns. On"e thing rve can be surc ofi
Harald of Norway judged he had the beating of them both. The
emlssanes who came to him from Harold,s brother Tostis. the
deposed earl of Northumbria, and from th. ,tirr;ng il";;iil?l;;;
with pleas and-counselwould be of the same opi;i;;. E;";;;h:
must plan carefully, move unannounced, strike lard and true. It is
dlfhcult to beheve that so shrewd a calculator as William knew
nothing.ofHarald's interesrr particularly in view ofthe Scandinavian
connection, but we have no evidence'that he was a-ware he was
planning.a full-spale invasion. Harold Godwinson was taken entirely
by-surprise, so perhaps we should attribute the silence of Norman
and English sources before the event to the Norwegian's skill in
mounting an expedition and, whcn the moment ."..f hi, soeed in
delivering the blorvs. It helped that Harold and william hah much

9l th.il minds, and it is- a legitimare speculation thai Harald
Hardradi had over the years aisembled ,o *rny and such large
fleets for inter-Scandinavian operations (he tool rgo ships irito
battle,at the Nissa) thar no oneln Normaniy rna E"grr"J;i"rJ u.
sure that the zoo or so ships assembling in the Sohinds were nor
intended for the same purpole. In the 

"uiu*n 
the fleet set sail. with

Northumbria as its ultimate destination. By the time it was iojned
on the other side of the sea by its reinforcements und".iortig rnd
the Orkneyers it is said to have numbered 3oo ships and q,ooo men.
It could hope for the support of Tostig's 6rrn"r'errldori, and rely
on the goodwrll ol the Scots.

xsibly Harald knew that the wind which carried hirn down the

: ofYorkshire, ravaging in Cleveland, Scarborough, and Holder-

on the way, would'keep the Norman invasion fleet in port and

ovisions for his troops, he retired to his ships at Riccall' At
ne time he offered the citizens of York a treary whereby they
become his allies and rnarch south with hitn'to conquer this

ilize Harold Godwinson, condemned to wait upon William's
ive. But speculation serves no purpose : once Harald entered

umber and, moving behind the few and retreating English

followed the Ouse to Riccall, three miles belov the conjunction
river with the WharG, where he disernbarked his men, he

mitted to winning a kingdom or a grave on English soil,
r the course of events down south. Northumbria was not

nced upon it without delay. Barring his road was the army of
in earl of Mercia and Morcar earl of Northumbria. The earls

which would affect the issue at Hastings, while Norwegian
iry helped decide Stamford Bridge.

ime, though Harald ofNorway did not know it, Harold of
ndwas riding northvrith his housecarles, and theinvasioncoast
open. This was a calculated risk of the English king's, a course

on him by the kingdom's need and his own temPerament.
of wind could prove him wrong, without proving his critics

: Harald Hardradi the road to York lay open, as did York
He had everything to gain by moderation; it was not treated

town, and once he had taken hostages for good behaviour

'marched the main body of his army to Stamford Bridge on the
[ent, fwelve miles from the ships at fuccall, and eight miles

e acquired without a battle, and one which though somewhat

ected in history and story compared with the battle of Stam-
:Bridge, played a vital part in deciding the issues of the year.
small English fleet lay a Gw miles up the Wharfe at Tadcaster;
iniles north of Riccall stood the city of York, and Harald

:aken up position at Gate Fulford on the Ouse, two-miles south

rk, and here they fought with Harald and Tostig on Wednes-
zo September. It was a hard and closelocked engagernent for
of the day. When the Englishmen broke they had suffered

cast of York. It was a good centre of road commttnications,
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well suited to his purpose. Harald's ulov€rnent away from his shilDs

was eloquent of selflconfidence-and ignorance of the man he hid
to deal with. A forced march had by now brought Harold Godwin-
son north to Tadcaster, where he met with the English ships and
spent the night of the z4th. Incredibly, Hardradi was still unaware
of his movements. On the morrow, Monday, z5 September, Harold
moved rapidly north through an undefended York, and at the end
ofa seventeen-mile march came upon the unsuspecting Norwegians
at Stamford Bridge.

We know very little about the battle itself. The Norwegian
position was on the east bank ofthe river, but possibly because of
their leisurely overconfidence and subsequent surprise they seem

not to have set a strong enough guard about the vital bridge.'A
very stubborn battle', says the Chronicle, 'was fought by both sides.'

It was an encounter which moved northern historians to compile a

magnificent story, complete with omens, accidents, confronteiions,
gnomic rejoinders, berserk fury, and the casting away of armour)
but story, alas, is all that it is.l In numbers and qualiry, weapons
and armour, the armies were well matched. In skill, valour, and

I There are thoroughgoing discussions of the northern historical material
relating to tlre battles of ro66 in Bjarni A6albjarnarson, ozr de Norsk Korgert
Sagaer, Oslo, t937, and in his many-timcs cited edition of Heinskringla. Sce

also G. Indrebo, Fagnlinna, Kristiania, r9r7, and most recently Svend Ellchoj,
Studier oper den eldste norrone bistorietkrivning, Copenhagen, 1965, The relevant
parts ol Hening !,ittr havc been translated byJacqueline Simpson, Tbe Nortb
men TalI, r965; and Orkneyinga Sagamay be read in G. W. Dasent's vcrsion'
Rolls Series, 88, r894. It-is interJsting'that Morkinskinna (the oldest of the

three), Fagr*inna, and Heinukringla omit from their rather stereotyped set o.t

portents attendant on Harald's expedition, as well as on the battlefield itsell'
ihe'haired star', Halley's Cometrwhose appearance so deeply impressed the

compilers of the Anglo-Saxon Cbronicle and the Bayeux Tapestry. Ot con-

frontations the one we sct aside with most regret Droduccd the promise to

Harald Hardradi of seven feet of Enelish e.ouid,'or as much moire as he is

taller than other men', and Harald's"coril.nt on his English namesake:'A
small king that, but he stood bravely (tar. well) in his itirrups.'The or,fl
English contribution in any way comparable is the C-Cbronicle's twclltn-
ceniury conclusion. tThe Norwegians fl-ed from the English, but there waj

one Norwegian who stood 6rm against the English force, so that they coutu

not cross the bridge nor clinch victory. An Englishman shot with an arrov
but to no avail, anf, another *ent und.r the briige and stabbed him throu9n
the coat of maii. Then Harold, king of the Englisf, crossed the bridge and.hts

levies went forward with him; ani there rn"i. gi."t shughter of 6oth Nor-

wegians and Flemings.' (Trans. Garmonsway.)

south again. But at Riccall he stayed his reddened hand and
,the wcalif, the sorry remnant, quarter. Of the battle and its
:nth the'Anglo-Sax-on Chronicle (O) has this to say: 'Then
d qur king came unexpectedly upon the Norwegians, and met
beyond York at Stamford Bridge with a great host ofEnglish-
and that day a very stubborn blttle was fought by both sides.

i were slain'Harald Hardradi [MS. Fairhair] and earl Tostig,
remaining Norwegians *ere p.rt to hight, while the

fiercely assailed their rear until some ofthem reached their

be no residual menace in the north when Harold Godwinson

: some were drowned, others burnt to death, and thus

the victorious Harold Godwinson had made a second forced
this time south to his death at Hastings, and that the

had achieved what their northern kinsmen had missed,

ih.it frightfully punished army at last took to flight the

)rs were harried over a dozen bloody miles to Riccall. There

luest of England.
year after Stamford Bridge Harald Hardradi's body was

The l;iking Kingdonu to to66

, in various ways so that there were Gw survivors, and the
had possession ofthe place ofslaughter. The king then gave
to Ola[ the son of the king of the Norwegians, to their
to the jarl of Orkney, and to all those who were left aboard

hips. They then went inland to our king, and swore oaths that
yould eyer maintain peace.and friendship with.this land; and
ng let them sail home with twenty-foui ships.'
is Olaf was Olaf Kyrre, the Gentle or Peaceful, who ruled at
rith his brother and- then alone over Norway till ro93 without
or bloodshed. It was well for the Scandinavian kingdorns that

spared. He sailed for home by way of Orkney, and one

how soon he learned that within days of the truce at

ience it would be hard to choose bet',veen them, and each had
' I r ' ml f----1,- ^.- a^^- ^,-l,--:,L -l-^

,Derative need of victory. They fought on foot, and with the

itages of surprise and preparedness resting with the English,

as"we can tell they slogged it out till the day turned irrecover-
st the Norwegians. Harald, says tradition' was struck in

rioat by an arrow and fell. There can have been few survivors

his bodyguard: a new generation ofsoldiers had to grow up.in

rav before an overseas adventure could be undertaken again.

tt from England to Norway. He was buried north in Nidaros,
Mary's ch"urch, which he himself had founded. When that
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at the battle by Hals in the Limfjord, c. 974. A centuryhuge skull, with its sweeping moustaches and mis-aligned eu^-
brows, and that stupendous frirne which for thirty-fiv.i.r" ,i,"
'never free of turbulence and war', were laid away in ,h. p."r"n..li
his peace-loving son, the Viking Age rvas over.

. Symbolically if not factually. Foiin ro69 Svein Estridsson, ma6e
hopeful by unease and rebellion in the northern half of Englrnl"
dlpatched a strong invasion fleet to that country. it had no ,i...ri
offKent and East Anglia, but at York won a victory ominous for tli
Normans. But in their vikinq greed for prisoners and monev iro
leaders allowed king William io'win back ihe initiative f,ir .rpi*,
had lost, devastate the n'orth and the north Midlands, and'rvhen
Svein crossed in person to the Humber in the spring of roTo it was

- to find the situation so unpromising that by summei-time he made

ngace yith \ing Williarn and sailed his fleet irome again to Denmark.
Old habits die hard, the Danes briefly, and the N&wegians till the
skirmish at Largs in n63, would again lead thejr lank steeds of
ocean into'western waters, display the dragon-head, but these were
the spasr;:cdic efforts of stragglers in a iace already run, whose
principal figures had long sinie quit the field and, save for the
winners offame, been hooded in dirkness lor evcr.

And so the Age ended.

pwrra ni, leirs lverrdu,
pingbirtingar Ingva,
bpar tkalk manna mildra,
mjadveitar dag, leita,
peira's baufu fyr bandan
bdfji;ll digalsnjlni
jardar gjiird pid ordum
eyeglda mir begldu.

Minish they now who diminished
Dawnfire of meadfoaming horn;
Now vanish the heroes, time-vanquished,
War's flaunters, the thingmen of Ingvi.
Who now shower limbec*k's snorvsil*ver
As guerdon pasr earrh's sea-isled girdle?
Or fill high hawkfell of my hand -
With skald's reward for skilled word?

- This had been Egill Skallagrimsson's larnent for Arinbjorn the
hersir, when he learied of his ieath alongside Harald Greycloak ot

can serve as an epitaph for those last strong ProPs of the

Age-the unknown fiShting-men who watched Hedeby

rdlovered the retreat at Stamford Bridge, great lords like
hambarskelfir and the Arnarsons, and the monarchs them-

died with the reigns of Harald Hardradi and Svein

and brought the Age to its rough-hewn, mortuary con-

E RIDERS SLEEP, IIEROES IN TFIE GRAVE'



2. Svein Forkbeard, Saint Olaf ,
and Knut the Great

$[""* rN rHE MTLLENNTAL 
'EAR 

rooo KrNG .LAF
Tryggvason in his scarlet cloak leapt from the gunwale of the Louq
Serpent at Svold, and the kingdom of Nor*"y bioke fron his hand]
the lords of three realms inherited. Olaf Siotkonung of Sweden

'rade 
the long-desired western advance into the for"mer Gautish

coastal territories ofRanrike-Bohuslin and into the easrern districts
of the^Trondelag.Jarl Eirjk of Hladir, the magnanimous, ,.rnp.rrr.
son of that immoderate lover of gods, gold, ai'd women, iarl Hakon
Sigurdarson,.received the coastil proiin..s of the *esi fro,r-, ior_
away Halogaland beyond the polar-circle in the north to the green
helds and early harvests of the Jaeder and Agdir in the soutf,. To
Svcin Forkbeard ofDenmark, the shrewd and iurposeful engineerof
the.conGderacy which destroyed the Nonvegiin Ola$ .i-. if,.
traditional areas of Danish overlordship in the V;t . ln fact, his sains
wcre more substantial than this. Jarl Eirik was his liegeman and"son-
inJaw, and while in the viking world it was not alwa-"ys safe to rrust
to. :u:l relationships (OlafTryggvason rvas Svein,s brother_inJaw,
which helped him not at all), jirl Eirik,s loyalry ro Svein, as t.r hi,
so-n Knut after him, was as absolute as it w'as profitable. i(ng Olaf
of sweden entrusted.part of his Norwegian teiritory to jarl firik's
brother Svein, and since Eirik seems to-have been tire ablert. a, h.
was certainly the most celebrated of all those brothers. it would
seem to follow that king. Svein's influence throughoui much of
Norway_was strong indeed. And a firm hold there n"ot only srreng_
thened Denmark in a Scandinavian context; it made ptssible"a
stepping-up ofSvein's ambitions in respect ofEngland.

, After the expulsion of Eirik Blood-axe fronl" york in 954, his
heroic yet somehow paltry death, and the seizure ofNorthumbiia by

Snein Forkbeard, Saint Olaf, Knut tbe Great 3Ji

:*lryIll"g,t'{:d,Engtand.was t9 enjoy a quarrer of a cen_tufy-S lfee(lom lrorn Norse roor^coi^,. n t-:.. i^,',-,turyts
[".:)::.-r tt.:ssio,r. Thi s.ioit *]" p.ri 

"l . 
" 
a"a

::*1",:?x*:1-'ffi '::':11:"lr'-*:rw;r.'h;J;il;-iffi ;di;
:T.*:: ry',:',t,ril . 

nr r, yF" :i': d.",il ;i# ;iii.H::T:nowned of Welsh kines,. Hyw-el Oa*l;il. 6ood,), offered theNorsemen of Dublin 
"ni 

it,.,i ori;";.i,";;;ogether with theircompatriots in Man, opportunities r". gl""l"a advenrure th..,tr*:',H:;{*tt:,'"rTTr'1':[::J:"; 
j:'::x:#::',H;

;1:1."ff:Tr,.l" fl:I:, $: "l Th: raid s frew. w,,," 
-, 

r,., q 8 

" 
i ;hlcathedral of St. David', in oyreJ;;;:r".'k.d ffi;"ri;:: nk"l;

:::*i":-rpj^f 1"y..",:.,1i!,,.u.id;;;.qp;:ilffiT."?
oaore rnar rney had more success in the southern halfof the.;il;
*:*i *::"1fi,r1,'h:; d!,i;r ffi*+.ords, and, as ii,Iretand, jostere_d al,in g. ttr._so"r[ 

-iv;L;"r."blJ#;"ti 
##,J:#hayens. In Ensland aiin Wales in . ,."r*"i"i Norr. activity coin_cided virh, oi*r, inspired b),r.; d*"g. io"r,f," worse in rulers.

5T:.:1X l*T;,*,1 d u..n dl ro*.J;F,;;. fou r_year i n te rl u deorEadwiq ihe Arr_rair by qh;Fg;; dff; ;;. ffiffil,il:H:lllre could treat the Dani
Thev need nn r^.-o. ,-: it::,9..1*d 

at once generously and fi.;i;.rhey need no lonser b. th" ,fi;;Ai;;rl.*ffiij'i1,llTll.
but fellow subiectiwith the Engristi ori" n"gi;ri Ling. Th-cy wourdl.*: El in war and accept.th?i.lt;;J;";i.o.rti."t lords at hisjlr$if,1;5*';,#.',:.,-"::1'd.5::iFi}F;"D;l;*i;;;i;
il:jrr".qui.;rillude).asfw;;;; jr"i.a1T.iiil.\l'"X*T

, fI',,Tr*::11T,:yl*o wif an ungrudgG.."le,,ir", 
"rffil;;tai'_ ana ..;,,, ;;',it I ;il. ffi'." ?3;fff, ;ffi :i 3ii'jlowh way. On the face of iiseln;nt r.rilf n;;hiG;;ft;j;

*fi,lim::"Ti:ji*:" gl:n. i3*,:*;.;h". a;g"i jbal." q?j
."ld y"' folr owed u/ r,r,',91 il;;d, ?ffi ilffi .Tfil t,.,ft",?i:that he *"r younn. unrt"bl", *r*;jdffi; murdered in g7B,

il.|;;, m: ilr"** iil : 
.l-i ;lirr,*" ;,ru..".a"a by hi s r z _r-oldbrotherEthelred.r,;.n'F'r^..."#il;;;TiJrXliJS;

il:J,,,*:1lf"r^:*._1*g:i'""rr;'r:;G6;rrwasearryindis turbed,,i" i,.i,ou ffi 6r, _?ffifiil' r'ff 
' 

;,'-ffi :lJ[;:tn GII upon englild. (

The siruation #ar 
" 
A.ifi.rone. In Denmark and the neighbour-

Lfijl g',,*'*:yf.* r.,F+i ;Fi ;il" *s.d adven_ers and restles, ,.n toiry th.th";J;;;l;;;;r::il;Tfi
ll f;11",::l f::, jlvited 

",',^urf 
ty ini.,;;i;;j;,, and irresor u_But by ;# N;;il;; ;ffiil'ki,il illii'i,3i." j,T,.jl'i;


